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COUPLING A TUBULAR MEMBER TO A PREEXISTING 
STRUCTURE USING A RADIAL EXPANSION PROCESS 

Background of the Invention 
This invention relates to coupling a tubular member to a preexisting structure 
5 using a radial expansion process. 

Conventionally, when a wellbore is created, a number of casings are 
installed in the borehole to prevent collapse of the borehole wall and to prevent 
undesired outflow of drilling fluid into the formation or inflow of fluid from the 
formation into the borehole. The borehole is drilled in intervals whereby a casing 
10 which is to be installed in a lower borehole interval is lowered through a previously 
installed casing of an upper borehole interval. As a consequence of this procedure 
the casing of the lower interval is of smaller diameter than the casing of the upper 
interval. Thus, the casings are in a nested arrangement with casing diameters 
decreasing in downward direction. Cement annuli are provided between the outer 
15 surfaces of the casings and the borehole wall to seal the casings from the borehole 
wall. As a consequence of this nested arrangement a relatively large borehole 
diameter is required at the upper part of the wellbore. Such a large borehole 
diameter involves increased costs due to heavy casing handling equipment, large 
drill bits and increased volumes of drilling fluid and drill cuttings. Moreover, 
20 increased drilling rig time is involved due to required cement pumping, cement 
hardening, required equipment changes due to large variations in hole diameters 
drilled in the course of the well, and the large volume of cuttings drilled and 
removed. 

The present invention is directed to overcoming one or more of the 
25 limitations of the existing procedures for forming wellbores. 

Summary of the Invention 
According to the present invention there is provided a method of coupling a 
tubular member to a preexisting structure, comprising: 
30 positioning the tubular member and an expansion cone within the preexisting 

structure; 

axially displacing the expansion cone; 

removing the expansion cone; and 

applying direct radial pressure to the tubular member. 
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Preferably, axially displacing the expansion cone includes pressurizing at 
least a portion of the interior of the tubular member. 

Preferably, axially displacing the expansion cone includes injecting a fluidic material 
into the tubular member. 

Preferably, axially displacing the expansion cone includes applying a tensile 
force to the expansion cone. 

Preferably, axially displacing the expansion cone includes displacing the 
expansion cone into the tubular member. 

Preferably, axially displacing the expansion cone includes displacing the 
expansion cone out of the tubular member. 

Preferably, axially displacing the expansion cone radially expands the tubular 
member by 10% to 20%. 

Preferably, applying direct radial pressure to the tubular member radially 
expands the tubular member by up to 5%. 

Preferably, applying direct radial pressure to the tubular member includes 
applying a radial force at discrete locations. 

Preferably, the preexisting structure includes a wellbore casing. 

Preferably, the preexisting structure includes a pipeline. 

Preferably, the preexisting structure includes a structural support. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 
For a better understanding of the present invention, and to show more clearly how it 
may be carried into effect, reference will now be made, by way of example, to the 
accompanying drawings, in which:- 

FIG. 1a is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the placement of an 
apparatus for expanding a tubular member within a wellbore casing. 

FIG. 1b is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
1a after anchoring the expandable tubular member of the apparatus to the wellbore 
casing. 

FIG. 1c is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
1b after initiating the axial displacement of the expansion cone. 

FIG. 1d is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
1b after initiating the axial displacement of the expansion cone by pulling on the 
expansion cone and injecting a pressurized fluid below the expansion cone. 
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FIG. 1e is a fragmentary cross-sectional Illustration of the apparatus of FIGS. 
1c and 1d after the completion of the radial expansion of the expandable tubular 
member. 

FIG. 1f is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
1e after the decoupling of the anchoring device of the apparatus from the wellbore 
casing. 

FIG. 1g is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
1f after the removal of the anchoring device of the apparatus from the wellbore 
casing. 

FIG. 2a is a fragmentary cross-sectional Illustration of the placement of an 
apparatus for expanding a tubular member within a wellbore casing and an open 
hole in a subterranean formation. 

FIG. 2b is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
2a after anchoring the expandable tubular member of the apparatus to the open 
15 hole. 

FIG. 2c is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
2b after initiating the axial displacement of the expansion cone. 

FIG. 2d is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
2b after initiating the axial displacement of the expansion cone by pulling on the 
expansion cone and also by injecting a pressurized fluid below the expansion cone. 

FIG. 2e is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIGS. 
2c and 2d after the completion of the radial expansion of the expandable tubular 
member. 

FIG. 2f is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
2e after the decoupling of the anchoring device of the apparatus from the open hole. 

FIG. 3a is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the placement of an 
apparatus for expanding a tubular member within a wellbore casing. 

FIG. 3b is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
3a after anchoring the expandable tubular member of the apparatus to the wellbore 
30 casing. 

FIG. 3c is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
3b after initiating the axial displacement of the expansion cone. 

FIG. 3d is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
3c after completing the radial expansion of the expandable tubular member. 
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FIG. 4 is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of a shock absorbing 
system for use in the apparatus of FIGS. 1 a to 3d. 

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional illustration of a coupling arrangement for use in 
the expandable tubular members of the apparatus of FIGS. 1a to 3d. 

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional illustration of an expandable tubular member 
having a slotted lower section for use in the apparatus of FIGS. 1a to 3d. 

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional illustration of an expandable tubular member 
having a pre-expanded upper portion for use in the apparatus of FIGS. 1a to 3d. 

FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional illustration of an expandable tubular member 
having a slotted upper section for use in the apparatus of FIGS. 1a to 3d. 

FIG. 9 is a graphical illustration of a method of applying an axial force to the 
expansion cones of the apparatus of FIGS. 1a to 3d. 

FIG. 10a is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the placement of an 
apparatus for expanding a tubular member within a wellbore casing. 

FIG. 10b is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
10a during the injection of a non-bardenable fluidic material into and out of the 
apparatus. 

FIG. 10c is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
10b during the injection of a hardenable fluidic sealing material into and out of the 
20 apparatus. 

FIG. 10d is a fragmentaiy cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
10c after the placement of a valve closure element into the valve passage of the 
anchoring device of the apparatus. 

FIG. 10e is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
10d after anchoring the expandable tubular member of the apparatus to the wellbore 
casing. 

FIG. 1 0f is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
10e after initiating the axial displacement of the expansion cone. 

FIG. 10g is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
10e after initiating the axial displacement of the expansion cone by pulling on the 
expansion cone and injecting a pressurized fluid below the expansion cone. 

FIG. 10h is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of 
FIGS. 10f and 10g after the completion of the radial expansion of the expandable 
tubular member. 
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FIG. 10i is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
10h after the decoupling and removal of the anchoring device of the apparatus from 
the wellbore casing. 

FIG. 11a is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of an apparatus for 
5 coupling an expandable tubular member to a preexisting structure. 

FIG. 1 1b is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
11a after anchoring the expandable tubular member of the apparatus to the wellbore 
casing. 

FIG. 11c is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
10 11b after initiating the axial displacement of the expansion cone. 

FIG. 11d is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
11c after stopping the axial displacement of the expansion cone prior to deactivating 
the anchoring device. 

FIG. 11e is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
15 1 1d after deactivating the anchoring device. 

FIG. 11f is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
11e after initiating the axial displacement of the expansion cone and the deactivated 
anchoring device. 

FIG. 11g is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
20 1 1f after the completion of the radial expansion of the expandable tubular member. 

FIG. 12a is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of an apparatus for 
coupling an expandable tubular member to a preexisting structure positioned within 
a wellbore. 

FIG. 12b is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
25 12a after expanding the expandable expansion cone in order to anchor the 
expandable tubular member to the wellbore casing. 

FIG. 12c is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
12b after initiating the axial displacement of the expandable expansion cone. 

FIG. 12d is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
30 12c after completing the radial expansion of the expandable tubular member. 

FIG 13a is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of an apparatus for 
coupling an expandable tubular member to a preexisting structure positioned within 
a wellbore. 
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FIG. 13b is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
13a after activating the shape memory metal inserts in order to anchor the 
expandable tubular member to the wellbore casing. 

FIG. 13c is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
5 1 3b after initiating the axial displacement of the expansion cone. 

FIG. 13d is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
1 3c after completing the radial expansion of the expandable tubular member. 

FIG. 14a is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of an apparatus for 
coupling an expandable tubular member to a preexisting structure positioned within 
1 0 a wellbore casing. 

FIG. 14b is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
14a after coupling the packer to the wellbore casing. 

FIG. 14c is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
14b after initiating the axial displacement of the expandable tubular member towards 
15 the expansion cone. 

FIG. 14d is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
14c after radially expanding the end of the expandable tubular member onto the 
expansion cone. 

FIG. 14e is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
20 1 4d after decoupling the packer from the wellbore casing. 

FIG. 1 4f is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
14e after initiating the axial displacement of the expansion cone relative to the 
expandable tubular member. 

FIG. 14g is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the completion of the 
25 radial expansion of the expandable tubular member. 

FIG. 15a is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of an apparatus for 
coupling an expandable tubular member to a preexisting structure positioned within 
a wellbore. 

FIG. 15b is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
30 1 5a after coupling the resilient anchor to the wellbore casing. 

FIG. 15c is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
1 5b after initiating the axial displacement of the expansion cone. 

FIG. 15d is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
15c after completion of the radial expansion of the expandable tubular member. 
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FIG. 16a is a top view of a resilient anchor for use in the apparatus of FIG. 

15a. 

FIG. 16b is a top view of the resilient anchor of FIG. 16a after releasing the 
coiled resilient member. 

5 FIG. 17a is a top view of a resilient anchor for use in the apparatus of FIG. 

15a. 

FIG. 17b is a top view of the resilient anchor of FIG. 17a after releasing the 
resilient elements. 

FIG. 18a Is a fragmentary cross-sectional top view of a resilient anchor for 
10 use in the apparatus of FIG. 15a. 

FIG. 18b is a fragmentary cross-sectional top view of the resilient anchor of 
FIG. 18a after releasing the resilient elements. 

FIG. 19a is an front view of an expandable tubular member including one or 
more resilient panels. 

1 5 FIG. 1 9b is a cross-sectional view of the expandable tubular member of FIG. 



FIG. 19c is a bottom view of the expandable tubular member of FIG. 19a. 
FIG. 20a is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of an apparatus for 
coupling an expandable tubular member to a preexisting structure positioned within 
20 a wellbore. 

FIG. 20b is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
20a after coupling the anchor to the wellbore casing. 

FIG. 20c is a fragmentary cross-sectional Illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
20b after initiating the axial displacement of the expansion cone. 
25 FIG. 20d is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 

20c after completion of the radial expansion of the expandable tubular member. 

FIG. 21a is an illustration of the anchor of the apparatus of FIG. 20a. 

FIG. 21b is an illustration of the anchor of FIG. 21a after outwardly extending 
the spikes. 

30 FIG. 22a is an illustration of the anchor of the apparatus of FIG. 20a. 

FIG. 22b is an illustration of the anchor of FIG. 22a after outwardly extending 
the spikes. 

FIG. 22c is a cross-sectional illustration of the petals of the anchor of FIG. 

22a. 
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FIG. 23a is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of an apparatus for 
coupling an expandable tubular member to a preexisting structure positioned within 
a wellbore. 

FIG. 23b is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
20a after injecting a quantity of a hardenable fluidic sealing material into the open 
hole wellbore section proximate the lower section of the expandable tubular 
member. 

FIG. 23c is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
23b after permitting the hardenable fluidic sealing material to at least partially cure. 

FIG. 23d is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
23c after initiating the axial displacement of the expansion cone. 

FIG. 23e is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
23d after completion of the radial expansion of the expandable tubular member. 

FIG. 24a is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of an apparatus and 
method for coupling an expandable tubular member to a preexisting structure 
positioned within a wellbore casing and an open hole wellbore section. 

FIG. 24b is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
24a after releasing the packer. 

FIG. 24c is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
24b after extruding the expandable tubular member off of the expansion cone. 

FIG. 25a is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of an apparatus and 
method for coupling an expandable tubular member to a preexisting structure 
positioned within a wellbore casing and an open hole wellbore section. 

FIG. 25b is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
25a after injecting a quantity of a fluidic material into the expandable tubular 
member having a higher density than the fluid within the preexisting structure 
outside of the expandable tubular member. 

FIG. 25c is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
25b after extruding the expandable tubular member off of the expansion cone. 

FIG. 26a is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of an apparatus and 
method for coupling an expandable tubular member to a preexisting structure. 

FIG. 26b is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the apparatus of FIG. 
26a after the initiation of the radial expansion process. 

FIG. 26c is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the completion of the 
radial expansion process using the apparatus of FIG. 26b. 
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FIG. 27 is a flow chart illustration of a method of coupling an expandable 
tubular to a preexisting structure, in accordance with the present invention. 

FIG. 28 is a cross-sectional illustration of an expandable tubular coupled to a 
preexisting structure using an expansion cone, in a method in accordance with the 
5 present invention. 

FIG. 29 is a cross-sectional illustration of the subsequent application of radial 
pressure to the expandable tubular member of FIG. 28. 



Detailed Description 

10 Referring initially to FIGS, 1a. 1b. 1c. 1d, 1e, 1f and 1g. a method and 

apparatus for coupling an expandable tubular member to a preexisting structure will 
be described. Referring to Fig. 1a, a wellbore casing 100 is positioned within a 
subterranean formation 105. The wellbore casing 100 may be positioned in any 
orientation from the vertical direction to the horizontal direction. The wellbore casing 
15 100 further includes one or more openings 1 10 that may have been the result of 
unintentional damage to the wellbore casing 100, or due to a prior perforation or 
fracturing operation performed upon the surrounding subterranean formation 105. 
As will be recognized by persons having ordinary skill in the art, the openings 110 
can adversely affect the subsequent operation and use of the wellbore casing 100 
20 unless they are sealed off. 

An apparatus 115 is utilized to seal off the openings 110 in the wellbore 
casing 100. More generally, the apparatus 115 is preferably utilized to form or 
repair wellbore casings, pipelines, or structural supports. 

The apparatus 115 preferably includes a first support member 120, a second 
support member 125, an expansion cone 130, an anchoring device 135, and 
expandable tubular member 140, and one or more sealing members 145. 

The first support member 120 is preferably adapted to be coupled to a 
surface location. The first support member 120 is further coupled to the anchoring 
device 135. The first support member 120 is preferably adapted to convey 
30 pressurized fluidic materials and/or electrical current and/or communication signals 
from a surface location to the anchoring device 135. The first support member 120 
may. for example, be conventional commercially available slick wire, braided wire, 
coiled tubing, or drilling stock material. 

The second support member 125 is preferably adapted to be coupled to a 
35 surface location. The second support member 125 is further coupled to the 
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expansion cone 130. The second support member 125 is preferably adapted to 
permit the expansion cone 130 to be axially displaced relative to the first support 
member 120. The second support member 125 may, for example, be conventional 
commercially available slick wire, braided wire, coiled tubing, or drilling stock 
material. 

The expansion cone 130 is coupled to the second support member 125. The 
expansion cone 130 is preferably adapted to radially expand the expandable tubular 
member 140 when the expansion cone 130 is axially displaced relative to the 
expandable tubular member 140. 

The anchoring device 135 is coupled to the first support member 120. The 
anchoring device 135 is preferably adapted to be controllably coupled to the 
expandable tubular member 140 and the wellbore casing 100. In this manner, the 
anchoring device 135 preferably controllably anchors the expandable tubular 
member 140 to the wellbore casing 100 to facilitate the radial expansion of the 
15 expandable tubular member 140 by the axial displacement of the expansion cone 
130. The anchoring device 135 includes one or more expandable elements 150 that 
are adapted to controllably extend from the body of the anchoring device 135 to 
engage both the expandable tubular member 140 and the wellbore casing 100. The 
expandable elements 150 are actuated using fluidic pressure. The anchoring device 
135 is any one of the hydraulically actuated packers commercially available from 
Halliburton Energy Services or Baker-Hughes. 

The expandable tubular member 140 is removably coupled to the expansion 
cone 130. The expandable tubular member 140 is further preferably adapted to be 
removably coupled to the expandable element 150 of the anchoring device 135. 
The expandable tubular member 140 includes one or more anchoring windows 155 
for permitting the expandable elements 150 of the anchoring device 135 to engage 
the wellbore casing 100 and the expandable tubular member 140. 

The expandable tubular member 140 further includes a lower section 160. an 
intermediate section 165, and an upper section 170. The tower section 160 includes 
the anchoring windows 155 in order to provide anchoring at an end portion of the 
expandable tubular member 140. The wall thickness of the lower and intermediate 
sections, 160 and 165. are less than the wall thickness of the upper section 170 in 
order to optimally couple the radially expanded portion of the expandable tubular 
member 140 to the wellbore casing 100. 
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The sealing members 145 are coupled to the outer surface of the upper 
portion 170 of the expandable tubular member 140. The sealing members 145 are 
preferably adapted to engage and fluidicty seal the interface between the radially 
expanded expandable tubular member 140 and the wellbore casing 100. The 
apparatus 115 includes a plurality of sealing members 145. The sealing members 
145 surround and isolate the opening 110. 

As illustrated in FIG. 1a, the apparatus 115 is preferably positioned within the 
wellbore casing 100 with the expandable tubular member 140 positioned in 
opposing relation to the opening 110. The apparatus 115 includes a plurality of 
sealing members 145 that are positioned above and below the opening 110. In this 
manner, the radial expansion of the expandable tubular member 140 optimally 
fluidicly isolates the opening 110. 

As illustrated in FIG. lb, the apparatus 1 15 is then anchored to the wellbore 
casing 100 using the anchoring device 135. The anchoring device 135 is 
pressurized and the expandable element 150 is extended from the anchoring device 
135 through the corresponding anchoring window 155 in the expandable tubular 
member 140 into intimate contact with the wellbore casing 100. In this manner, the 
lower section 160 of the expandable tubular member 140 is removably coupled to 
the wellbore casing 100. 

A compressible cement and/or epoxy is then injected into the annular space 
between the unexpanded portion of the tubular member 140 and the wellbore casing 
100. The compressible cement and/or epoxy is then permitted to at least partially 
cure prior to the initiation of the radial expansion process. In this manner, an 
annular structural support and fluidic seal is provided around the tubular member 
140. 

As illustrated in FIG. 1c. the expansion cone 130 is then axially displaced by 
applying an axial force to the second support member 125. The axial displacement 
of the expansion cone 130 radially expands the expandable tubular member 140 
into intimate contact with the walls of the wellbore casing 1 00. 

As illustrated In FIG. 1d. the axial displacement of the expansion cone 130 is 
enhanced by injecting a pressurized fluidic material into the annular space between 
the first support member 120 and the second support member 125. In this manner, 
an upward axial force is applied to the lower annular face of the expansion cone 130 
using the pressurized fluidic material. In this manner, a temporary need for 
increased axial force during the radial expansion process can be easily satisfied. 

11 
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As illustrated , n FIG. 1g. The opening 110 in the weHbore casing 100 is 
sealed off by the radially expanded tubuiar member 140. ,n this manner, repairs to 
»e we, bore casing 100 are optima„y provided. More genera,*, the apparatus 1 15 
US6d ,0 repair or fom we,lbo * «**•. pipelines, and structural supports 

Referring to FIGS. 2a. 2b. 2c. 2d. 2e and 2f, a method and apparatus for 
coup.,ng an expandable tubular member to a preexisting structure will be described 
Refemng to Fig. 2a. a wellbore casing 200 and an open hole weHbore section 205 
are positioned within a subterranean formation 210. The wellbore casing 200 and 
the > open hole wellbore section 205 may be positioned in any orientation from the 
vertical direction to the horizontal direction. 

An apparatus 215 is utilized to couple an expandable tubular member to an 
end portion of the weHbore casing 200. In this manner, the open hole weHbore 
section 205 is provided with a cased portion. More generally, the apparatus 215 is 
preferably utiHzed to form or repair wellbore casings. pipeHnes. or structure, 
supports. 

The apparatus 215 preferably includes a first support member 220. a second 
support member 225. an expansion cone 230. an anchoring device 235 an 
expandable tubular member 240. one or more upper sealing members 245. one or 
more lower sealing members 250. and a flexible coupling element 255 

The first support member 220 is preferably adapted to be coupled to a 
surface location. The first support member 220 is further coupled to the anchoring 
device 235. The first support member 220 is preferably adapted to convey 
pressurized fluidic materiais and/or electrical current and/or communication signals 
from a surface location to the anchoring device 235. The first support member 220 
may. for example, be conventional commercially available slick wire, braided wire 
coiled tubing, or drilling stock material. 

The second support member 225 is preferably adapted to be coupled to a 
surface location. The second support member 225 is further coupled to the 
expansion cone 230. The second support member 225 is preferably adapted to 
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perm* the expansion cone 230 to be axially displaced relative to the first support 
member 220. The second support member 225 may. for example, be conventional 
commercially available slick wira, braided wire, coiled tubing, or drilling stock 
material. 

5 The support member 220 is telescopically coupled to the support member 

225. and the support member 225 is coupled to a surface support structure. 

The expansion cone 230 is coupled to the second support member 225 The 
expansion cone 230 is preferably adapted to radially expand the expandable tubular 
member 240 when the expansion cone 230 is axially displaced relative to the 
1 0 expandable tubular member 240. 

The anchoring device 235 is coupled to the first support member 220. The 
anchoring device 235 is preferably adapted to be controllably coupled to the 
expandable tubular member 240 and the open hole wellbore section 205. In this 
manner, the anchoring device 235 preferably controllably anchors the expandable 
15 tubular member 240 to the open hole wellbore section 205 to facilitate the radial 
expansion of the expandable tubular member 240 by the axial displacement of the 
expansion cone 230. The anchoring device 235 includes one or more expandable 
elements 260 that are adapted to controllably extend from the body of the anchoring 
device 235 to engage both the flexible coupling element 255 and the open hole 
wellbore section 205. The expandable elements 260 are actuated using fluidic 
pressure. The anchoring device 235 is any one of the hydraulically actuated 
packers commercially available from Halliburton Energy Services or Baker-Hughes. 

The expandable tubular member 240 is removably coupled to the expansion 
cone 230. The expandable tubular member 240 is further preferably coupled to the 
flexible coupling element 255. 

The expandable tubular member 240 further includes a lower section 265. an 
intermediate section 270. and an upper section 275. The lower section 265 is 
coupled to the flexible coupling element 255 in order to provide anchoring at an end 
portion of the expandable tubular member 240. The wall thickness of the lower and 
intermediate sections. 265 and 270. are less than the wall thickness of the upper 
section 275 in order to optimally couple the radially expanded portion of the 
expandable tubular member 240 to the wellbore casing 200 and the open hole 
wellbore section 205. 

The upper sealing members 245 are coupled to the outer surface of the 
upper portion 275 of the expandable tubular member 240. The upper sealing 
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100 and/or the open hole wellbore section 205. The compressible cement and/or 
epoxy ,s then permitted to at least partia.lv cure prior to the initiation of the radfcl 
expansion process, .n this manner, an annular structural support and fluidic seal is 
provided around the tubular member 240. 

As illustrated in FIG. 2c. the expansion cone 230 is then axially displaced by 
apply.no an axial force to the second support member 225. The axial displacement 
of the expansion cone 230 radially expands the expandable tubular member 240 
into mtimate contact with the walls of the open hole wellbore section 205 

As illustrated In FIG. 2d. the axial displacement of the expansion cone 230 is 
enhanced by injecting a pressurized fluidic material into the annular space between 
the first support member 220 and the second support member 225. In this manner 
an upward axial force is applied to the lower annular face of the expansion cone 230 
us,ng the pressurized fluidic materia., In this manner, a temporary need for 
increased axial force during the radial expansion process can be easily satisfied 

As illustrated in FIGS. 2e and 2f. after the expandable tubular member 240 
has been radially expanded by the axial displacement of the expansion cone 230 
the first support member 220 and the anchoring device 235 are preferably removed 
from expandable tubular member 240 by de-pressurizing the anchoring device 235 
and then .Wing the first support member 220 and anchoring device 235 from the 
20 wellbore casing 200 and the open hole wellbore section 205. 

Referring to FIGS. 3a. 3b. 3c. and 3d. a method and apparatus for coupling 
an expandable tubular member to a preexisting structure will be described 
Refernng to Fig. 3a. a wellbore casing 300 is positioned within a subterranean 
formation 305. The wellbore casing 300 may be positioned in any orientation from 
the vertical direction to the horizontal direction. The wellbore casing 300 further 
.nctudes one or more openings 310 that may have been the result of unintentional 
damage to the wellbore casing 300, or due to a prior perforation or fracturing 
operation performed upon the surrounding subterranean formation 305. As will be 
recognized by persons having ordinary skill in the art. the openings 310 can 
adversely affect the subsequent operation and use of the wellbore casing 300 
unless they are sealed off. 

An apparatus 315 is utilized to seal off the openings 310 in the wellbore 
casmg 300. More generally, the apparatus 315 is preferably utilized to form or 
repair wellbore casings, pipelines, or structural supports. 
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The apparatus 315 preferably includes a support member 320, an expansion 
cone 325, an anchoring device 330. an expandable tubular member 335, and one or 
more sealing members 340. 

The support member 320 is preferably adapted to be coupled to a surface 
5 location. The support member 320 is further coupled to the expansion cone 325 
and the anchoring device 330. The support member 320 is preferably adapted to 
convey pressurized fluidic materials and/or electrical current and/or communication 
signals from a surface location to the anchoring device 330. The support member 
320 may, for example, be conventional commercially available slick wire, braided 

1 0 wire, coiled tubing, or drilling stock material. 

The expansion cone 325 is coupled to the support member 320. The 
expansion cone 325 is preferably adapted to radially expand the expandable tubular 
member 335 when the expansion cone 325 is axially displaced relative to the 
expandable tubular member 335. 

15 The anchoring device 330 is coupled to the support member 320 and the 

expansion cone 325. The anchoring device 335 is preferably adapted to controllably 
coupled to the expandable tubular member 335 to the wellbore casing 300. In this 
manner, the anchoring device 330 preferably controllably anchors the expandable 
tubular member 335 to the wellbore casing 300 to facilitate the radial expansion of 

20 the expandable tubular member 335 by the axial displacement of the expansion 
cone 325. The anchoring device 330 includes one or more expandable elements 
345 that are adapted to controllably extend from the body of the anchoring device 
330 to radially displace corresponding engagement elements 350 provided in the 
expandable tubular member 335. The radial displacement of the engagement 

25 elements 350 couples the expandable tubular member 335 to the wellbore casing 
300. The expandable elements 345 are pistons that are actuated using fluidic 
pressure. The anchoring device 330 is any one of the hydraulically actuated 
anchoring devices commercially available from Halliburton Energy Services or 
Baker-Hughes. 

30 The expandable elements 345 are explosive devices that controllably 

generate a radially directed explosive force for radially displacing the engagement 
elements 350. The explosive expandable elements 345 are shaped explosive 
charges commercially available from Halliburton Energy Services. 

The expandable tubular member 335 is removably coupled to the expansion 
35 cone 325. The expandable tubular member 335 includes one or more engagement 
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deuces 350 that are adapted to be radially displaced by the anchoring device 330 
•nto engagement with the walls of the wellbore casing 300. In this manner the 
expandable tubular member 335 is coupled to the wellbore casing 300 The 
engagement devices 350 include teeth for biting into the surface of the wellbore 
casing 100. 

The expandable tubular member 335 further includes a lower section 355 an 
.ntermediate section 360. and an upper section 365. The lower section 355 includes 
the engagement device 350 in order to provide anchoring at an end portion of the 
expandable tubular member 335. The wal. thickness of the lower and intermediate 
sectons, 355 and 360, are less than the wall thickness of the upper section 365 in 
order to optimally couple the radially expanded portion of the expandable tubular 
member 335 to the wellbore casing 300. 

The sealing members 340 are coupled to the outer surface of the upper 
port,on 365 of the expandable tubular member 335. The sealing members 340 are 
preferably adapted to engage and fluididy seal the interface between the radially 
expanded expandable tubular member 335 and the wellbore casing 300 The 
apparatus 315 includes a plurality of sealing members 340. The sealing members 
340 surround and isolate the opening 310. 

As illustrated in FIG. 3a. the apparatus 315 is preferably positioned within the 
wellbore casing 300 with the expandable tubular member 335 positioned in 
oppos,ng relation to the opening 310. The apparatus 315 indudes a plurality of 
seahng members 340 that are positioned above and below the opening 310 In this 
manner, the radial expansion of the expandable tubular member 335 optimally 
fluididy Isolates the opening 310. 

As illustrated in FIG. 3b. the expandable tubular member 335 of the 
apparatus 315 is then anchored to the wellbore casing 300 using the anchoring 
dev.ce 330. The anchoring device 330 is pressurized and the expandable element 
345 is extended from the anchoring device 330 and radially displaces the 
corresponding engagement elements 350 of the expandable tubular member 335 
mto intimate contact with the wellbore casing 300. In this manner, the lower section 
355 of the expandable tubular member 335 is coupled to the wellbore casing 300 

A compressible cement and/or epoxy is then injeded into the annular space 
between the unexpanded portion of the tubular member 335 and the wellbore casing 
300. The compressible cement and/or epoxy is then permitted to at least partially 
cure prior to the initiation of the radial expansion process. In this manner, an 
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annular structural support and fluidic seal is provided around the tubular member 

335. 

As illustrated in FIG. 3c, the anchoring device 330 is then deactivated and 
the expansion cone 325 is axially displaced by applying an axial force to the support 
5 member 320. The deactivation of the anchoring device 330 causes the expandable 
elements 345 to radially retract into the anchoring device 330. Alternatively, the 
expandable elements 345 are resiliency coupled to the anchoring device 330. In 
this manner, the expandable elements 345 retract automatically upon the 
deactivation of the anchoring device 330. The axial displacement of the expansion 

1 0 cone 325 radially expands the expandable tubular member 335 into intimate contact 
with the walls of the wellbore casing 300. 

As illustrated in FIG. 3d, after the expandable tubular member 335 has been 
radially expanded by the axial displacement of the expansion cone 335, the support 
member 320, expansion cone 325, and the anchoring device 330 are preferably 

1 5 removed from the expanded expandable tubular member 335. 

The opening 310 in the wellbore casing 300 is sealed off by the radially 
expanded tubular member 335. In this manner, repairs to the wellbore casing 300 
are optimally provided. More generally, the apparatus 315 is used to repair or form 
wellbore casings, pipelines, and structural supports. 

20 Referring to FIG. 4, a system 400 for applying an axial force to the expansion 

cones 130, 230, and 325 includes a lifting device 405, a first support member 410, a 
shock absorber 415, and a second support member 420. The system 400 is 
adapted to minimize the transfer of shock loads, created during the completion of 
the radial expansion of tubular members by the expansion cones 130, 230, and 325, 

25 to the lifting device 405. In this manner, the radial expansion of tubular members by 
the expansion cones 130, 230 and 325 is provided in an optimally safe manner. 

The lifting device 405 is supported at a surface location and is coupled to the 
first support member 410. The lifting device 405 may comprise any number of 
conventional commercially available lifting devices suitable for manipulating tubular 

30 members within a wellbore. 

The first support member 410 is coupled to the lifting device 405 and the 
shock absorber 415. The first support member 410 may comprise any number of 
conventional commercially available support members such as, for example, coiled 
tubing, a drill string, a wireline, braided wire, or a slick line. 
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The shock absorber 415 is coupled to the first support member 410 and the 
second support member 420. The shock absorber 415 is preferably adapted to 
absorb shock loads transmitted from the second support member 420. The shock 
absorber 415 may be any number of conventional commercially available shock 
absorbers. 

The second support member 420 is coupled to the shock absorber 415. The 
second support member 420 is further preferably adapted to be coupled to one or 
more of the expansion cones 130, 230 and 325. 

During operation of the system 400. the lifting device applies an axial force to 
one of the expansion cones 130, 230 and 325 in order to radially expand tubular 
members. Upon the completion of the radial expansion process, when the 
expansion cones 130, 230 and 325, exit the radially expanded tubular members, the 
sudden shock loads generated are absorbed, or at least minimized, by the shock 
absorber 415. In this manner, the radial expansion of tubular members by pulling 
the expansion cones 130. 230 and 325 using the lifting device 405 is provided in an 
optimally safe manner. 

Referring to FIG. 5, a coupling system 500 for use in the expandable tubular 
members 140. 240. and 335 will now be described. The system 500 includes an 
upper ring 505, a sealing element 510, and a lower ring 515. The upper ring 505, 
the sealing element 510, and the lower ring 515 are provided on the outer surfaces 
of the expandable tubular members 140, 240, and 335. In this manner, when the 
expandable tubular members 140, 240 and 335 are radially expanded, the upper 
ring 505. the sealing element 510. and the lower ring 515 engage the interior 
surface of the preexisting structure that the expandable tubular members 140. 240 
and 335 are coupled to. The upper and lower rings, 505 and 515, penetrate the 
interior surface of the preexisting structure that the expandable tubular members 
140. 240 and 335 are coupled to in order to optimally anchor the tubular members 
140. 240 and 335 to the preexisting structure. The sealing element 510 is 
compressed into contact with the interior surface of the preexisting structure that the 
expandable tubular members 140. 240 and 335 are coupled to in order to optimally 
fluididy seal the interface between the tubular members 140. 240 and 335 and the 
preexisting structure. 

The upper and lower rings. 505 and 515. extend from the outer surfaces of 
the tubular members 140. 240 and 335 by a distance of about 1/64 to inches. 
The upper and lower rings, 505 and 515, extend about 1/8" from the outer surfaces 
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of the tubular members 140, 240, and 335 in order to optimally engage the 
preexisting structure. 

The sealing element 510 extends from the outer surfaces of the tubular 
members 140, 240 and 335 by a distance substantially equal to the extension of the 
5 upper and lower rings, 505 and 515, above the outer surfaces of the tubular 
members 140, 240 and 335. The sealing element 510 is fabricated from rubber in 
order to optimally fluidicly seal and engage the preexisting structure. 

The tubular members 140, 240 and 335 include a plurality of the coupling 
systems 500. The coupling systems 500 are provided on the lower, intermediate, 
10 and upper portions of the tubular members 140, 240, and 335. 

Referring now to FIG. 6, an expandable tubular member 600 for use in the 
apparatus 115, 215 and 315 will be described. The tubular member 600 preferably 
includes a lower portion 605, an intermediate portion 610, and an upper portion 615. 

The lower portion 605 is coupled to the intermediate portion 610. The lower 
15 portion 605 is further adapted to mate with the anchoring devices 135, 235, and 330. 
The lower portion 605 further preferably includes one or more slotted portions 620 
for facilitating the radial expansion of the lower portion 605 by the anchoring devices 
1 35, 235, and 330. In this manner, the lower portion 605 of the tubular member 600 
is preferably radially expanded by the anchoring devices 135, 235. and 330 into 
20 contact with the preexisting structure. Furthermore, in this manner, the lower portion 
605 of the tubular member 600 is anchored to the preexisting structure prior to the 
initiation of the radial expansion process. 

The intermediate portion 610 is coupled to the lower portion 605 and the 
upper portion 615. The wall thicknesses of the lower and intermediate portions, 605 
25 and 610, are less than the wall thickness of the upper portion 615 in order to 
facilitate the radial expansion of the tubular member 600. The lower and 
intermediate portions, 605 and 610, are preexpanded to mate with the expansion 
cone. 

Referring to FIG. 7, an expandable tubular member 700 for use in the 
30 apparatus 115, 215 and 315 will be described. The tubular member 700 minimizes 
the shock loads created upon the completion of the radial expansion process. The 
tubular member 700 includes a lower portion 705, a lower transitionary portion 710, 
an intermediate portion 715, an upper transitionary portion 720, an upper portion 
725, and a sealing element 730. 
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The lower portion 705 is coupled to the lower traditionary portion 710 The 
lower portion 705 is preferably adapted to mate with the expansion cone and the 
anchoring device. 

The lower transitionary portion 710 is coupled to the lower portion 705 and 
the intermediate portion 715. The lower traditionary portion 710 is adapted to mate 
wrth the expansion cone. The wall thicknesses of the lower portion 705 and the 
lower transitionary portion 710 are less than the wall thicknesses of the intermediate 
portion 715. the upper transitionary portion 720 and the upper portion 725 in order to 
optimally facilitate the radial expansion process. 

The intermediate portion 715 is coupled to the lower transitionary portion 710 
and the upper transitionary portion 720. The outside diameter of the intermediate 
porton 715 is less than the wall thicknesses of the lower portion 705 and the upper 
portion 725. 

The upper transitionary portion 720 is coupled to the intermediate portion 
15 71 5 and the upper portion 725. 

The upper portion 725 is coupled to the upper transitionary portion 720. 
The sealing element 730 is coupled to the outside surface of the 
intermediate portion 715. The outside diameter of the sealing element 730 is less 
than or equal to the outside diameter of the lower portion 705 and the upper portion 
725 in order to optimally protect the sealing element 703 during placement of the 
tubular member 700 within the preexisting structure. 

During the radial expansion of the tubular member 700 using the apparatus 
115, 215 and 315, the preexpansion of the upper transitionary portion 720 and the 
upper portion 725 reduces the shock loads typically created during the end portion 
of the radial expansion process. In this manner, the radial expansion process is 
optimally provided In a safe manner. Furthermore, because the sealing element 730 
is preferably recessed below the surfaces of the lower portion 705 and the upper 
portion 725. the sealing element 730 is optimally protected from damage during the 
placement of the tubular member 700 within the preexisting structure. 

Referring to FIG. 8. an expandable tubular member 800 for use in the 
apparatus 1 15, 215 and 315 will be described. The tubular member 800 preferably 
.ncludes a lower portion 805, an intermediate portion 810. and an upper portion 815. 

The lower portion 805 is coupled to the intermediate portion 810. The lower 
portion 805 is further adapted to mate with the expansion cones 130. 230 325 and 
the anchoring devices 135, 235, and 330. The intermediate portion 810 is coupled 
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to the lower portion 805 and the upper portion 815. The wall thicknesses of the 
lower and intermediate portions. 805 and 810. are less than the wall thickness of the 
upper portion 815 in order to facilitate the radial expansion of the tubular member 
800. The lower and intermediate portions. 805 and 810. are preexpanded to mate 
with the expansion cone. 

The upper portion 815 is coupled to the intermediate portion 810. The upper 
port,on 815 further preferably includes one or more slotted portions 820 for 
faceting the radial expansion of the upper portion 815 by the expansion cones 
130. 230. and 325. In this manner, the upper portion 815 of the tubular member 800 
is preferably radially expanded by the expansion cones 130. 230. and 325 with 
mnmal shock loads when the expansion cones 130. 230 and 325 exit the 
expandable tubular member 800. 

Referring to FIG. 9. a method of applying an axial force to the expansion 
cones 130. 230. and 325 will now be described. The axial displacement of the 
expansion cones 130. 230. and 325 during the radial expansion process is provided 
by applying an axial force to the expansion cones 130. 230. and 325. The axial 
force provided Includes the application of a substantially constant axial force for 
some time periods and the application of increased axial force for other time periods 
m order to optimally facilitate the radial expansion process by minimizing the effects 
of friction. The application of the increased axial force is provided on a periodic 
bas,s in order to optimally provide a variable contact area between the expansion 
cone and the tubular member being expanded. The application of the increased 
ax.al force is provided on a random basis in order to optimally provide a variable 
contact area between the expansion cone and the tubular member being expanded 
The duty cycle of the application of constant and increased axial forces ranges from 
about 90/10 % to 60/40 % in order to optimally radially expand the tubular members 
The ratio of the increased axial force to the substantially constant axial force ranges 
from about 1.5 to 1 to about 4 to 1 in order to optimally provide a variable contact 
area between the expansion cone and the tubular member being expanded 
promote more even wear of the expansion cone, and clean debris from the 
expansion cone surface. 

Referring to FIGS. 10a to 10i. an apparatus and method for forming a 
wellbore casing will now be described. As illustrated in FIG. 10a. a wellbore casing 
1000 and an open hole wellbore section 1005 are provided in a subterranean 
formation 1010. The wellbore casing 1000 and open hole wellbore section 1005 
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may be orientated at any orientation ranging from the vertical to the horizontal A 
new section of wellbore casing is formed in the open hole wellbore section 1005 
us,ng an apparatus 1015. More generally, the apparatus 1015 is utilized to form or 
repair wellbore casings, pipelines, or structural supports. 

The apparatus 1015 preferably includes a first support member 1020 a 
second support member 1025. an expansion cone 1030, an anchoring device 1035 
an expandable tubular member 1040, one or more upper sealing members 1045 
one or more lower sealing members 1050, and a flexible coupling element 1055. 

The first support member 1020 is preferably adapted to be coupled to a 
surface location. The first support member 1020 is further coupled to the anchoring 
device 1035. The first support member 1020 is preferably adapted to convey 
pressurized fluidic materials and/or electrical current and/or communication signals 
from a surface location to the anchoring device 1035. The first support member 
1020 may, for example, be conventional commercially available slick wire, braided 
1 5 wire, coiled tubing, or drilling stock material. 

The second support member 1025 is preferably adapted to be coupled to a 
surface location. The second support member 1025 is further coupled to the 
expansion cone 1030. The second support member 1025 is preferably adapted to 
permit the expansion cone 1030 to be axially displaced relative to the first support 
0 member 1020. The second support member 1025 may. for example be 
conventional commercially available slick wire, braided wire, coiled tubing, or drilling 
stock material. 

The support member 1020 is telescopically coupled to the support member 
1025. and the support member 1025 is coupled to a surface support member. 

The expansion cone 1030 is coupled to the second support member 1025 
The expansion cone 1030 is preferably adapted to radially expand the expandable 
tubular member 1040 when the expansion cone 1030 is axially displaced relative to 
the expandable tubular member 1040. 

The anchoring device 1035 is coupled to the first support member 1020 
The anchoring device 1035 is preferably adapted to be controllably coupled to the 
expandable tubular member 1040 and the open hole wellbore section 1005 In this 
manner, the anchoring device 1035 preferably controllably anchors the expandable 
tubular member 1040 to the open hole wellbore section 1005 to facilitate the radial 
expansion of the expandable tubular member 1040 by the axial displacement of the 
expansion cone 1030. 
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The anchoring device 1035 includes one or more expandable elements 1060 
that are adapted to controllably extend from the body of the anchoring device 1035 
to engage both the flexible coupling element 1055 and the open hole wellbore 
sect.cn 1005. The expandable elements 1060 are actuated using fluidic pressure 

The anchoring device 1035 further includes a fluid passage 1036 adapted to 
recede a ball plug or other similar valving element. In this manner, fluidic materials 
can be exhausted from the anchoring device 1035 and the fluid passage 1036 can 
be controllably plugged. The anchoring device 1035 is any one of the hydrauiically 
actuated packers commercially available from Halliburton Energy Services or Baker- 
Hughes, modified in accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure. 

The anchoring devices 135, 235. and 330 are also modified to includes a 
flu.d passage that can be controllably plugged in order to permit fluidic materials to 
be exhausted from the anchoring devices 135. 235, and 330. 

The expandable tubular member 1040 Is removably coupled to the 
expansion cone 1030. The expandable tubular member 1040 is further preferably 
coupled to the flexible coupling element 1055. 

The expandable tubular member 1040 further includes a lower section 1065 
an intermediate section 1070, and an upper section 1075. The lower section 1065 
■s coupled to the flexible coupling element 1055 in order to provide anchoring at an 
end portion of the expandable tubular member 1040. The wall thickness of the 
lower and intermediate sections, 1065 and 1070. are less than the wall thickness of 
the upper section 1075 in order to optimally couple the radially expanded portion of 
the expandable tubular member 1040 to the wellbore casing 1000 and the open 
hole wellbore section 1005. 

The expandable tubular member 1040 is further provided in accordance with 
the teachings of expandable tubular members described above and illustrated in 
FIGS. 5-8. 

The upper sealing members 1045 are coupled to the outer surface of the 
upper portion 1075 of the expandable tubular member 1040. The upper sealing 
members 1045 are preferably adapted to engage and fluididy seal the interface 
between the radially expanded expandable tubular member 1040 and the wellbore 
casing 1000. The apparatus 1015 includes a plurality of upper sealing members 
1045. 

The lower sealing members 1050 are coupled to the outer surface of the 
upper portion 1075 of the expandable tubular member 1040. The lower seating 
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members 1050 are preferably adapted to engage and fluididy seal the interface 
beforeen the radially expanded expandable tubular member 1040 and the open 
wellbore section 1005. The apparatus 1015 includes a plurality of lower sealing 
members 1050. 

The flexible coupling element 1055 is coupled to the lower portion 1065 of 
the expandable tubular member 1040. The flexible coupling element 1055 is 
preferably adapted to radiafly expanded by the anchoring device 1035 into 
engagement within the walls of the open hole wellbore section 1005. In this 
manner, the lower portion 1065 of the expandable tubular member 1040 is coupled 
ofl,ewa,,softheopenho,ewe..boreseoton 1005. The flexible coupling element 
1055 • a slotted tubular member. The flexible coupling element 1055 includes one 
or more hook elements for engaging the walls of the open hole wellbore section 
1005. 

As illustrated in FIG. 10a. the apparatus 1015 is preferably positioned with 
the . expandable tubular member 1040 positioned in overlapping relation with a 
portion of the wellbore casing 1000. In this manner, the radially expanded tubular 
member 1040 is coupled to the lower portion of the wellbore casing 1000 The 
upper sealing members 1045 are positioned in opposing relation to the tower portion 
of the wellbore casing 1000 and the lower sealing members 1050 are positioned in 
opposrng relation to the walls of the open hole wellbore section 1005 In this 
manner, the interface between the radially expanded tubular member 1040 and the 
wellbore casing 1000 and open hole wellbore section 1005 is optimally fluididy 
seeled. 

As illustrated in FIG. 10b. A quantity of a non-hardenable fluidic materia, is 
then injected into and then out of the apparatus 1015. The non-hardenable material 
.s d.scharged from the apparatus 1015 using the valveable flow passage 1065 The 
non-hardenable fluidic material may be any number of conventional commerdally 
available fluidic materials such as, for example, drilling mud. 

As illustrated in FIG. 10c. A quantity of a hardenable fluidic sealing material 
.3 then injeded into and out of the apparatus 1015. The hardenable fluidic sealing 
materia, is exhausted ftom the apparatus 1015 using the valveabte flow passage 
1065. The hardenable fluidic sealing material is permitted to completely fill th e 
annular space between the tubular member 1040 and the open hole wellbore 
sedion 1005. The hardenable fluidic sealing materia, may be any number of 
conventional commerdally available materials such as. for example, cement, stag 
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mix and/or epoxy resin. In this manner, a fluidic sealing annular element is provided 
around the radially expanded tubular member 1040. 

As illustrated in FIG. 10d ? Another quantity of a non-hardenable fluidic 
material is then injected into and out of the apparatus 1015. A ball plug or dart 
5 1080, or other similar fluid passage blocking device, is placed into the non- 
hardenable fluid material. The ball plug 1080 then seats in and seals off the 
valveable fluid passage 1065. In this manner, the anchoring device 1035 is then 
pressurized to anchor the tubular member 1040 to the open hole wellbore section 
1005. 

10 The valveable fluid passage 1065 includes a remote or pressure activated 

valve for sealing off the valveable fluid passage 1065. 

As illustrated in FIG. 10e, The apparatus 1015 is then anchored to the open 
hole wellbore section 1005 using the anchoring device 1035. The anchoring device 
1035 is pressurized and the expandable element 1060 Is radially extended from the 

15 anchoring device 1035 causing the flexible coupling element 1055 to radially expand 
into intimate contact with the walls of the open hole wellbore section 1005. In this 
manner, the lower section 1065 of the expandable tubular member 1040 is 
removably coupled to the walls of the open hole wellbore section 1005. 

As illustrated in FIG. 10f f the expansion cone 1030 is then axially displaced 

20 by applying an axial force to the second support member 1025. The axial 
displacement of the expansion cone 1030 radially expands the expandable tubular 
member 1040 into intimate contact with the walls of the open hole wellbore section 
1005. 

As illustrated in FIG. 10g, the axial displacement of the expansion cone 1030 
25 is enhanced by injecting a pressurized fluidic material into the annular space 
between the first support member 1020 and the second support member 1025. In 
this manner, an upward axial force is applied to the lower annular face of the 
expansion cone 1030 using the pressurized fluidic material. In this manner, a 
temporary need for increased axial force during the radial expansion process can be 
30 easily satisfied. 

The hardenable fluidic sealing material is then permitted to at least partial 

cure. 

As Illustrated in FIGS. 10h and 10i, after the expandable tubular member 
1040 has been radially expanded by the axial displacement of the expansion cone 
35 1030, the first support member 1020 and the anchoring device 1035 are preferably 
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The expandable tubular member 1140 further includes a lower section 1 160, 
an intermediate section 1165. and an upper section 1170. The lower section 1160 
rests upon and is supported by the expansion cone 1130. The intermediate section 
1165 includes the anchoring windows 1155 in order to provide anchoring at an 
intermediate portion of the expandable tubular member 1 140. 

The sealing members 1145 are coupled to the outer surface of the 
expandable tubular member 1140. The sealing members 1145 are preferably 
adapted to engage and fluidicly seal the interface between the radially expanded 
expandable tubular member 1140 and the wellbore casing 1100. The apparatus 
1115 includes a plurality of sealing members 1145. The sealing members 1145 
surround and isolate the opening 1110. 

As illustrated in FIG. 11a. the apparatus 1115 is preferably positioned within 
the wellbore casing 1100 with the expandable tubular member 1140 positioned in 
opposing relation to the opening 1110. The apparatus 1115 includes a plurality of 
sealing members 1145 that are positioned above and below the opening 1110. In 
this manner, the radial expansion of the expandable tubular member 1 140 optimally 
fluidicly isolates the opening 1110. 

As illustrated in FIG. 11b. the apparatus 1115 is then anchored to the 
wellbore casing 1100 using the anchoring device 1135. The anchoring device 1135 
is pressurized and the expandable element 1150 Is extended from the anchoring 
device 1135 through the corresponding anchoring window 1155 in the expandable 
tubular member 1140 into Intimate contact with the wellbore casing 1100. In this 
manner, the intermediate section 1165 of the expandable tubular member 1140 is 
removably coupled to the wellbore casing 1 100. 
25 a compressible cement and/or epoxy is then injected into at least a portion of 

the annular space between the unexpanded portion of the tubular member 1 140 and 
the wellbore casing 1 100. The compressible cement and/or epoxy is then permitted 
to at least partially cure prior to the Initiation of the radial expansion process. In this 
manner, an annular structural support and fluidic seal is provided around the tubular 
30 member 1140. 

As illustrated in FIG. 1 1c, The expansion cone 1 130 is then axially displaced 
by applying an axial force to the second support member 1125. The axial 
displacement of the expansion cone 1 130 radially expands the lower section 1 160 of 
the expandable tubular member 1140 into intimate contact with the walls of the 
35 wellbore or the wellbore casing 1 1 00. 
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As illustrated in FIG. 1ld, The axial displacement of the expansion cone 
1130 is stopped once the expansion cone 1130 contacts the lower portion of the 
anchoring device 1 135. 

As illustrated in FIG. 1 1e, The anchoring device 1 1 35 is then decoupled from 
the wellbore casing 1100 and the expandable tubular member 1 140. 

As illustrated in FIG. 1 1f, The axial displacement of the expansion cone 1 130 
is then resumed. The anchoring device 1135 is also axial displaced. In this 
manner, the lower section 1160 of the expandable tubular member 1140 is self- 
anchored to the wellbore casing 1100. The lower section 1160 of the expandable 
tubular member 1140 includes one or more outer rings or other coupling members 
to facilitate the self-anchoring of the lower section 1 160 of the expandable tubular 
member 1 140 to the wellbore or the wellbore casing 1 100. 

As illustrated in FIGS. 11g, after the expandable tubular member 1140 has 
been completely radially expanded by the axial displacement of the expansion cone 
1130, the 1110 in the wellbore casing 1100 is sealed off by the radially expanded 
tubular member 1140. In this manner, repairs to the wellbore casing 1100 are 
optimally provided. More generally, the apparatus 1115 is used to repair or form 
wellbore casings, pipelines, and structural supports. The inside diameter of the 
radially expanded tubular member 1140 Is substantially constant. 

Referring to FIGS. 12a to 12d, an apparatus and method for coupling an 
expandable tubular member to a preexisting structure will now be described. 
Referring to Fig. 12a, a wellbore casing 1200 is positioned within a subterranean 
formation 1205. The wellbore casing 1200 may be positioned in any orientation 
from the vertical direction to the horizontal direction. The wellbore casing 1200 
further includes one or more openings 1210 that may have been the result of 
unintentional damage to the wellbore casing 1200, or due to a prior perforation or 
fracturing operation performed upon the surrounding subterranean formation 1205. 
As will be recognized by persons having ordinary skill in the art. the openings 1210 
can adversely affect the subsequent operation and use of the wellbore casing 1200 
unless they are sealed off. 

An apparatus 1215 is utilized to seal off the openings 1210 in the wellbore 
casing 1200. More generally, the apparatus 1215 is preferably utilized to form or 
repair wellbore casings, pipelines, or structural supports. 
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The apparatus 1215 preferably includes a support member 1220, an 
expandable expansion cone 1225, an expandable tubular member 1235, and one or 
more sealing members 1240. 

The support member 1220 Is preferably adapted to be coupled to a surface 
location. The support member 1220 is further coupled to the expandable expansion 
cone 1225. The support member 320 is preferably adapted to convey pressurized 
fluidic materials and/or electrical current and/or communication signals from a 
surface location to the expandable expansion cone. The support member 1220 
may, for example, be conventional commercially available slick wire, braided wire, 
coiled tubing, or drilling stock material. 

The expandable expansion cone 1225 is coupled to the support member 
1220. The expandable expansion cone 1225 is preferably adapted to radially 
expand the expandable tubular member 1235 when the expandable expansion cone 
1225 is axially displaced relative to the expandable tubular member 1235. The 
expandable expansion cone 1225 is further preferably adapted to radially expand at 
least a portion of the expandable tubular member 1235 when the expandable 
expansion cone 1225 is controllably radially expanded. The expandable expansion 
cone 1225 may be any number of conventional commercially available radially 
expandable expansion cones. The expandable expansion cone 1225 is provided 
substantially as disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 5,348,095, the disclosure of which is 
incorporated herein by reference. 

The expandable tubular member 1235 is removably coupled to the 
expansion cone 1225. The expandable tubular member 1235 includes one or more 
engagement devices 1250 that are adapted to couple with and penetrate the 
wellbore casing 1200. In this manner, the expandable tubular member 1235 is 
optimally coupled to the wellbore casing 1200. The engagement devices 1250 
include teeth for biting into the surface of the wellbore casing 1200. 

The expandable tubular member 1235 further includes a lower section 1255, 
an intermediate section 1260, and an upper section 1265. The lower section 1255 
includes the engagement devices 1250 in order to provide anchoring at an end 
portion of the expandable tubular member 1235. The wall thickness of the lower 
and Intermediate sections, 1255 and 1260, are less than the wall thickness of the 
upper section 1265 in order to optimally facilitate the radial expansion of the lower 
and intermediate sections, 1255 and 1260, of the expandable tubular member 1235. 
The lower section 1 255 of the expandable tubular member 1235 is slotted in order to 
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cone 1235, the opening 1210 in the wellbore casing 1200 is sealed off by the 
radially expanded tubular member 1235. In this manner, repairs to the we.lbore 
cas.ng 1200 are optimal* provided. More generally, the apparatus 1215 is used to 
repair or form wellbore casings, pipelines, and structural supports. 

Referring to FIGS. 13a to 13d. an apparatus and method for coupling an 
expandable tubular member to a preexisting structure will now be described 
Referring to Fig. 13a. a wellbore casing 1300 is positioned within a subterranean 
formation 1305. The wellbore casing 1300 may be positioned in any orientation 
from the vertical direction to the horizontal direction. The wellbore casing 1300 
further .ncludes one or more openings 1310 that may have been the result of 
unintentional damage to the wellbore casing 1300. or due to a prior perforation or 
fracturing operation performed upon the surrounding subterranean formation 1305 
As will be recognized by persons having ordinary skill in the art. the openings 1310 
can adversely affect the subsequent operation and use of the wellbore casing 1300 
1 5 unless they are sealed off. 

An apparatus 1315 is utilized to seal off the openings 1310 in the wellbore 
casing 1300. More generally, the apparatus 1315 is preferably utilized to form or 
repair wellbore casings, pipelines, or structural supports. 

The apparatus 1315 preferably includes a support member 1320, an 
expansion cone 1325. an expandable tubular member 1335. a heater 1340, and one 
or more sealing members 1345. 

The support member 1320 is preferably adapted to be coupled to a surface 
location. The support member 1320 is further coupled to the expansion cone 1325. 
The support member 1320 is preferably adapted to convey pressurized fluidic 
materials and/or electrical current and/or communication signals from a surface 
location to the expansion cone 1325 and heater 1340. The support member 1320 
may. for example, be conventional commercially available slick wire, braided wire, 
coiled tubing, or drilling stock material. 

The expansion cone 1325 is coupled to the support member 1320 The 
expansion cone 1325 is preferably adapted to radially expand the expandable 
tubular member 1335 when the expansion cone 1325 is axlally displaced relative to 
the expandable tubular member 1335. The expansion cone 1325 may be any 
number of conventional commercially available expansion cones. 

The expandable tubular member 1335 is removably coupled to the 
expansion cone 1325. The expandable tubular member 1335 includes one or more 
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engagement devices 1350 that are adapted to couple with and penetrate the 
wellbore casing 1300. In this manner, the expandable tubular member 1335 is 
opt.ma.fy coupled to the wellbore casing 1300. The engagement devices 1350 
include teeth for biting into the surface of the wellbore casing 1300. 

The expandable tubular member 1335 further includes a lower section 1355 
an .ntermediate section 1360, and an upper section 1365. The lower section 1355 
.ncludes the engagement devices 1350 in order to provide anchoring at an end 
port.cn of the expandable tubular member 1335. The wall thickness of the lower 
and .ntermediate sections, 1355 and 1360, are less than the wall thickness of the 
upper section 1365 in order to optimally facilitate the radial expansion of the lower 
and .ntermediate sections. 1355 and 1360. of the expandable tubular member 1335. 

The lower section 1355 of the expandable tubular member 1335 includes 
one or more shape memory metal inserts 1370. The inserts 1370 are adapted to 
rad.ally expand the lower section 1355 of the expandable tubular member 1335 into 
intimate contact with the wellbore casing 1300 when heated by the heater 1340. 
The shape memory metal inserts 1370 may be fabricated from any number of 
conventional commercially available shape memory alloys such as, for example 
NiTi or NiTiNOL using conventional forming processes such as. for example, those 
described in U.S. Patent Nos. 5,312.152. 5.344,506, and 5,718.531, the disclosures 
of which are incorporated herein by reference. In this manner, the shape memory 
metal inserts 1370 preferably radially expand the lower section 1355 of the 
expandable tubular member 1335 when the inserts 1370 are heated to a 
temperature above their transformation temperature using the heater 1340. The 
transformation temperature of the inserts 1370 ranges from about 250» F to 450» F. 
The material composition of the lower section 1355 of the expandable tubular 
member 1335 is further selected to maximize the radial expansion of the tower 
section 1355 during the transformation process. 

The inserts 1370 are positioned within one or more corresponding recesses 
1375 provided in the lower section 1355 of the expandable tubular member 1335. 
Alternatively, the inserts 1370 are completely contained within the lower section 
1355 of the expandable tubular member 1335. 

The heater 1340 is coupled to the support member 1320. The heater 1340 
is preferably adapted to controllably generate a localized heat source for elevating 
the temperature of the inserts 1370. The heater 1340 includes a conventional 
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thermostat control in order to contro. the operating temperature. The heater 1340 is 
preferably controlled by a surface contro. device in a conventional manner 

The sealing members 1345 are preferably coupled to the outer surface of the 
upper porton 1365 of the expandable tubular member 1335. The sealing members 
1345 are preferably adapted to engage and fluididy sea, the interface between the 
radially expanded expandable tubular member 1335 and the weHbore casing 1300 
The apparatus 1315 includes a plurality of sealing members 1345. The sealing 
members 1345 surround and isolate the opening 1310 

As illustrated in FIG. 13a, the apparatus 1315 is preferably positioned within 
the wellborn casing 1300 with the expandable tubular member 1335 positioned in 
opposing relation to the opening 1310. The apparatus 1315 indudes a plurality of 
sealing members 1345 that are positioned above and below the opening 1310 In 
mis manner, the radial expansion of the expandable tubular member 1335 optimally 
fluididy isolates the opening 1310. 

As illustrated in FIG. 13b, The expandable tubular member 1335 of the 
apparatus 1315 is then anchored to the wel.bore casing 1300 by radially expanding 
he mserts 1370 using the heater 1340. The expansion of the inserts 1370 causes 
the lower section 1355 of the expandable tubular member 1335 to contad the 
wellbore casing 1300. The engagement devices 1350 are thereby coupled to and 
at least partially penetrate into, the wellbore casing 1300. In this manner, the lower 
secbon 1355 of the expandable tubular member 1335 is optimally coupled to the 
wellbore casing 1300. 

A compressible cement and/or epoxy is then injeded into the annular space 
between the unexpanded portion of the tubular member 1335 and the wellbore 
casing 1300. The compressible cement and/or epoxy may then be permitted to at 
•east partiaHy cure prior to the initiation of the radial expansion process. In this 
manner, an annular structural support and fluidic seal is provided around the tubular 
member 1335. 

As iilustrated in FIG. 13c. the expansion cone 1325 is men axially displaced 
by applying an axial force to the support member 1320. The axial disp.acement of 
the expansion cone 1325 radially expands the expandable tubular member 1335 
into intimate contad with the walls of the wellbore casing 1300 

As illustrated in FIG. 13d. After the expandable tubular member 1335 has 
been completely radially expanded by the axial displacement of the expansion cone 
1335. the opening 1310 in the wellbore casing 1300 is sealed off by the radially 
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expanded tubular member 1335. ,n this manner, repairs to the wel.bore casing 
1300 are optimally provided. More generally, the apparatus 1315 is used to repair 
or form wellbore casings, pipelines, and structural supports. 

Referring to FIGS. 14a to 14g. an apparatus and method for coupling an 
expandable tubular member to a preexisting structure wHI now be described 
Referring to Fig. 14a. a wellbore casing 1400 is positioned within a subterranean 

IT" T ^ We " b0re CaSl " 9 1400 be POSi «° ned in -V station 
lorn the vertical direction to the horizontal direction. The wellbore casing 1400 

further includes one or more openings 1410 that may have been the result of 
un.ntentiona. damage to the wellbore casing 1400. or due to a prior perforation or 
fracturing operation performed upon the surrounding subterranean formation 1405 
As will be recognized by persons having ordinary skill in the art. the openings 1410 
can adversely affect the subsequent operation and use of the wellbore casing 1400 
unless they are sealed off. 

An apparatus 1415 is utilized to seal off the openings 1410 in the wellbore 
casrng 1400. More generally, the apparatus 1415 is preferably utilized to form or 
repair wellbore casings, pipelines, or structural supports. 

The apparatus 1415 preferably includes a first support member 1420 a 
second support member 1425. a coupling 1430, an expandable tubular member 
1435. an expansion cone 1440. a third support member 1445. and a packer 1450 

The first support member 1420 is preferably adapted to be coupled to a 
surface location. The support member 1420 is further coupled to the expansion 
cone 1440. The first support member 1420 is preferably adapted to convey 
pressurized fluidic materials and/or electrical current and/or communication signals 
from a surface location to the expansion cone 1440 and the packer 1450 The first 
support member 1420 may. for example, be conventional commercially available 
slick wire, braided wire, coiled tubing, or drilling stock material. 

The second support member 1425 is preferably adapted to be coupled to a 
surface location. The support member 1425 is further coupled to the coupling 1430 
The first support member 1425 is preferably adapted to convey pressurized fluidic 
materials and/or electrical current and/or communication signals from a surface 
location to the coupling 1430. The second support member 1425 may. for example 
be conventional commercially available slick wire, braided wire, coiled tubing or 
drilling stock material. 
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The coupling 1430 is coupled to the second support member 1425 The 
coupling 1430 is further preferably removably coupled to the expandable tubular 
member 1435. The coupling 1430 may be any number of conventional 
commercially available passive or actively controlled coupling devices such as for 
example, packers or slips. The coupling 1430 is a mechanical slip. 

The expandable tubular member 1435 is removably coupled to the coupling 
1430. The expandable tubular member 1435 includes one or more engagement 
devices that are adapted to couple with and penetrate the wellbore casing 1400 In 
this manner, the expandable tubular member 1435 is optimally coupled to the 
wellbore casing 1400. The engagement devices indude teeth for biting into the 
surface of the wellbore casing 1400. The expandable tubular member 1435 further 
includes one or more sealing members on the outside surface of the expandable 
tubular member 1435 in order to optimally seal the interface between the 
expandable tubular member 1435 and the wellbore casing 1400. 

The expansion cone 1440 is coupled to the first support member 1420 and 
the thud support member 1445. The expansion cone 1440 is preferably adapted to 
radally expand the expandable tubular member 1435 when the expansion cone 
1440 is axially displaced relative to the expandable tubular member 1435. 

The third support member 1445 is preferably coupled to the expansion cone 
1440 and the packer 1450. The third support member 1445 is preferably adapted to 
convey pressurized fluidic materials and/or electrical current and/or communication 
signals from a surface location to the packer 1450. The third support member 1445 
may, for example, be conventional commercially available slick wire, braided wire 
coiled tubing, or drilling stock material. 

The packer 1450 is coupled to the third support member 1445. The packer 
1450 Is further preferably adapted to controllably coupled to the wellbore casing 
1400. The packer 1450 may be any number of conventional commercially available 
packer devices. A bladder, slipped cage assembly or hydraulic slips may be 
substituted for the packer 1450. 

As illustrated in FIG. 14a. the apparatus 1415 is preferably positioned within 
the wellbore casing 1400 with the bottom of the expandable tubular member 1435 
and the top of the expansion cone 1440 positioned proximate the opening 1410 

As illustrated in FIG. 14b. The packer 1450 is then anchored to the wellbore 
casing 1400. In this manner, the expansion cone 1440 is maintained in a 
substantially stationary position. 
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As illustrated in FIG. 14c. The expandable tubular member 1435 is then 
lowered towards the stationary expansion cone 1440. As illustrated in FIG. 14d the 
lower end of the expandable tubular member 1435 impacts the expansion cone 
1440 and is radially expanded into contact with the wellbore casing 1400. The lower 
end of the expandable tubular member 1435 includes one or more engagement 
devices for engaging the wellbore casing 1400 in order to optimally couple the end 
of the expandable tubular member 1435 to the wellbore casing 1400. 

A compressible cement and/or epoxy is then injected into the annular space 
between the unexpanded portion of the tubular member 1435 and the wellbore 
casing 1400. The compressible cement and/or epoxy is then permitted to at least 
partially cure prior to the initiation of the radial expansion process. In this manner, 
an annular structural support and fluidic seal is provided around the tubular member 
1435. 

As illustrated in FIG. 14e. The packer 1450 is decoupled from the wellbore 
15 casing 1400. 

As illustrated in FIG. 14f. The expansion cone 1440 is then axially displaced 
by applying an axial force to the first support member 1420. The axial displacement 
of the expansion cone 1440 radially expands the expandable tubular member 1435 
into intimate contact with the walls of the wellbore casing 1400. Prior to the initiation 
of the axial displacement of the expansion cone 1440. the coupling 1430 is 
decoupled from the expandable tubular member 1430. 

As illustrated in FIG. I4g. After the expandable tubular member 1435 has 
been completely radially expanded by the axial displacement of the expansion cone 
1440. the opening 1410 in the wellbore casing 1400 is sealed off by the radially 
expanded tubular member 1435. In this manner, repairs to the wellbore casing 
1400 are optimally provided. More generally, the apparatus 1415 is used to repair 
or form wellbore casings, pipelines, and structural supports. 

Referring to FIGS. 15a to 15d. an apparatus for coupling an expandable 
tubular member to a preexisting structure will now be described. Referring to Fig. 
30 15a. a wellbore casing 1500 is positioned within a subterranean formation 1505. 
The wellbore casing 1500 may be positioned in any orientation from the vertical 
direction to the horizontal direction. The wellbore casing 1500 further includes one 
or more openings 1510 that may have been the result of unintentional damage to 
the wellbore casing 1500. or due to a prior perforation or fracturing operation 
35 performed upon the surrounding subterranean formation 1505. As will be 
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recognized by persons having ordinary skill in the art, the openings 1510 can 
adversely affect the subsequent operation and use of the wellbore casing 1500 
unless they are sealed off. 

An apparatus 1515 is utilized to seal off the openings 1510 in the wellbore 
casing 1500. More generally, the apparatus 1515 is preferably utilized to form or 
repair wellbore casings, pipelines, or structural supports. 

The apparatus 1515 preferably includes a support member 1520 an 
expandable tubular member 1525, an expansion cone 1530, a coupling 1535. a 
resilient anchor 1540, and one or more seals 1545. 

The support member 1520 is preferably adapted to be coupled to a surface 
location. The support member 1520 is further coupled to the expansion cone 1530 
The support member 1520 is preferably adapted to convey pressurized fluidic 
materials and/or electrical current and/or communication signals from a surface 
location to the resilient anchor 1540. The support member 1520 may, for example, 
be conventional commercially available slick wire, braided wire, coiled tubing, or 
drilling stock material. 

The expandable tubular member 1525 is removably coupled to the 
expansion cone 1530. The expandable tubular member 1525 includes one or more 
engagement devices that are adapted to couple with and penetrate the wellbore 
casing 1500. In this manner, the expandable tubular member 1525 is optimally 
coupled to the wellbore casing 1500. The engagement devices include teeth for 
biting into the surface of the wellbore casing 1500. The expandable tubular member 
1525 further includes one or more sealing members 1545 on the outside surface of 
the expandable tubular member 1525 in order to optimally seal the interface 
25 between the expandable tubular member 1525 and the wellbore casing 1 500. 

The expandable tubular member 1525 includes a lower section 1550. an 
intermediate section 1555. and an upper section 1560. The wall thicknesses of the 
lower and intermediate sections. 1550 and 1555. are less than the wall thickness of 
the upper section 1560 in order to optimally facilitate the radial expansion of the 
30 expandable tubular member 1525. The sealing members 1545 are provided on the 
outside surface of the upper section 1560 of the expandable tubular member 1525. 
The resilient anchor 1540 is coupled to the lower section 1550 of the expandable 
tubular member 1525 in order to optimally anchor the expandable tubular member 
1525 to the wellbore casing 1500. 
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The expansion cone 1530 is coupled to the support member 1520 and the 
coupling 1535. The expansion cone 1530 is preferably adapted to radially expand 
the expandable tubular member 1525 when the expansion cone 1530 is axially 
displaced relative to the expandable tubular member 1525. The expansion cone 
1530 may be any number of conventional commercially available expansion cones. 

The coupling 1535 is preferably coupled to the support member 1520 the 
expansion cone 1530 and the resilient anchor 1540. The coupling 1535 is 
preferably adapted to convey pressurized fluidic materials and/or electrical current 
and/or communication signals from a surface location to the resilient anchor 1535. 
The coupling 1535 may, for example, be conventional commercially available slick 
wire, braided wire, coiled tubing, or drilling stock material. The coupling 1535 is 
decoupled from the resilient anchor 1540 upon initiating the axial displacement of 
the expansion cone 1530. 

The resilient anchor 1540 is preferably coupled to the lower section 1550 of 
the expandable tubular member 1525 and the coupling 1535. The resilient anchor 
1540 is further preferably adapted to be controllaWy coupled to the wellbore casing 
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Referring to FIGS. 16a and 16b. The resilient anchor 1540 includes one or 
more coiled resilient members 1600 and corresponding releasable coupling devices 
1605. The resilient anchor 1540 is maintained in a compressed elastic position that 
is controllably released thereby causing the resilient anchor 1540 to expand in size 
thereby releasing the elastic energy stored within the resilient anchor 1540. As 
illustrated in FIG. 16b, when the coupling device 1605 is released, the coiled 
resilient member 1600 at least partially uncoils in the outward radial direction. Al 
leasta portion of the coiled member 1600 is coupled to the lower section 1550 of the 
expandable tubular member 1525. The uncoiled member 1600 thereby couples the 
lower section 1550 of the expandable tubular member 1525 to the wellbore casing 
1500. 

The coiled member 1600 may be fabricated from any number of 
conventional commercially available resilient materials. The coiled member 1600 is 
fabricated from a resilient material such as. for example, spring steel. The coiled 
member 1600 is fabricated from memory metals in order to optimally provide control 
of shapes and stresses. 

The releasable coupling device 1605 maintains the coiled member 16O0 is a 
coiled position until the device 1605 is released. The releasable coupling devk* 
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resfflent anchonng member 1705 to be released thereby causing me resilient 
anchonng member 1705 to swing radially outward from the tubular member 1700 

The tubuter member 1700 may be fabricated from any number' of 
conventional materials. 

The resilient anchoring members 1705 may be fabricated from any number 
5 of res,.,ent materia.*. The resident anchonng members 1705 are fabricated from 
memory metal in order to optimally provide control of shapes and stresses 

The rigid attachments 1710 may be fabricated from any number of 
conventiona, commercially available materia., The rigid attachments 1710 are 
fabncated from 4140 stee. in order to optimally provide high strength 

The reusable attachments 1715 may be fabricated from any number of 
conventional commercial available devices such as. for example, explosive bolts 

As illustrated in FIGS. 18a and 18b. the resilient anchor 1540 includes a 
tubular member 1800, one or more anchoring devices 1805. one or more resilient 
members 1810. and one or more release devices 1815. The anchoring devices 
1805 and resilient members 1810 are maintained in a compressed elastic position 
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The resilient panels 1910 are preferably adapted to house the expansion cone 
1530. The resilient panels 1910 are preferably adapted to extend to the position 
1925 upon being released by the release member 1920. The resilient panels 1910 
are coupled to the tubular member 1905 by welding in order to optimally provide 
high strength. The resilient panels 1910 may be fabricated from any number of 
conventional commercially available resilient materials. The resilient panels 1910 
are fabricated from spring steel in order to optimally store elastic radially directed 
energy. 

The engagement members 1915 are coupled to corresponding resilient 
panels. The engagement members 1915 are preferably adapted to engage, and at 
least partially penetrate, the wellbore casing 1500. or other preexisting structure. 

The release member 1920 is releasably coupled to the resilient panels 1910. 
The release member 1920 is preferably adapted to controllably release the resilient 
panels 1910 from their initial strained positions in order to permit the resilient panels 
1910 to expand to their expanded positions 1925. The release member 1920 is 
releasably coupled to the coupling 1535. In this manner, electrical and/or control 
and/or hydraulic signals are communicated to and/or from the. release member 
1920. The release member 1920 may be any number of conventional commercially 
available release devices. 
20 Referring to FIGS. 20a to 20d, an apparatus and method for coupling an 

expandable tubular member to a preexisting structure will now be described. 
Referring to Fig. 20a, a wellbore casing 2000 is positioned within a subterranean 
formation 2005. The wellbore casing 2000 may be positioned in any orientation 
from the vertical direction to the horizontal direction. The wellbore casing 2000 
25 further includes one or more openings 2010 that may have been the result of 
unintentional damage to the wellbore casing 2000. or due to a prior perforation or 
fracturing operation, performed upon the surrounding subterranean formation 2005. 
As will be recognized by persons having ordinary skill in the art, the openings 2010 
can adversely affect the subsequent operation and use of the wellbore casing 2000 
30 unless they are sealed off. 

An apparatus 2015 is utilized to seal off the openings 2010 in the wellbore 
casing 2000. More generally, the apparatus 2015 is preferably utilized to form or 
repair wellbore casings, pipelines, or structural supports. 



44 



15 



30 



35 



exoaruT .TT" ^ ***** * SUPP ° rt « 
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Mon. The support member 2020 is farther coupled to the expansion cone 2030 
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ZUr. Th ^ CUrren< and/ ° r — -«°" from a surface 

^o to he anchor 2040. The support member 2020 may. for example, be 
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The expandable tubular member 2025 is removably coupled to the 
expansion cone 2030. The expandable tubular member 2025 includes one or more 
engagement devices that are adapted to coupie with and penetrate the weHbore 
cas.ng 2000. In this manner, the expandable tubular member 2025 is optimally 
coupled to the wellbore casing 2000. The engagement devices include teeth for 
M* into .the surface of the wellbore casing 2000. The expandable tubular member 
2025 further includes one or more sealing members 2045 on the outside surface of 
the expandable tubular member 2025 in order to optimally sea. the interface 
between the expandable tubular member 2025 and the wellbore casing 2000. 

The expandable tubular member 2025 includes a lower section 2050 an 
mtermediate section 2055. and an upper section 2060. The wall thicknesses of' the 
ower and intermediate sections. 2050 and 2055. are less than the wall thickness of 
the upper section 2060 in order to optimally facilitate the radial expansion of the 
expandable tubular member 2025. The sealing members 2045 are provided on the 
outside surface of the upper section 2060 of the expandable tubular member 2025 
The resilient anchor 2040 is coupled to the lower section 2050 of the expandable 
tubular member 2025 in order to optimally anchor the expandable tubular member 
2025 to the wellbore casing 2000. 

The expansion cone 2030 is preferably coupled to the support member 2020 
and the coupling 2035. The expansion cone 2030 is preferably adapted to radial^ 
expand the expandable tubular member 2025 when the expansion cone 2030 is 
axially displaced relative to the expandable tubular member 2025. 

The coupling 2035 is preferably coupled to the support member 2020 the 
expansion cone 2030. and the anchor 2040. The coup.ing 2035 is preferably 
adapted to convey pressurized fluidic materials and/or electrical current and/or 
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communication signals from a surface location to the anchor 2035. The coupling 
2035 may, for example, be conventional commercially available slick wire, braided 
wire, coiled tubing, or drilling stock material. The coupling 2035 is decoupted from 
the anchor 2040 upon initiating the axial displacement of the expansion cone 2030 

The anchor 2040 is preferably coupled to the lower section 2050 of the 
expandable tubular member 2025 and the coupling 2035. The anchor 2040 is 
further preferably adapted to be controllably coupled to the wellbore casing 2000 

Referring to FIGS. 21a and 21b, The anchor 2040 includes a housing 2100 
one or more spikes 2105. and one or more corresponding actuators 2110 The 
sprkes 2105 are outwardly extended by the corresponding actuators 2110 The 
sp,kes 2105 are outwardly actuated by displacing the apparatus 2015 upwardly 
The sp,kes 2105 are outwardly extended by placing a quantity of fluidic material 
onto the spikes 2105. 

The housing 2100 is coupled to the lower section 2050 of the expandable 
tubular member 2025. the spikes 2105. and the actuators 2110. The housing 2100 
is further preferably coupled to the coupling 2035. The housing 2100 is adapted to 
convey electrical, communication, and/or hydraulic signals from the coupling 2035 to 
the actuators 2110. 

The spikes 2105 are preferably movably coupled to the housing 2100 and 
the corresponding actuators 21 10. The spikes 2105 are preferably adapted to pivot 
relative to the housing 2100. The spikes 2105 are further preferably adapted to 
extend outwardly in a radial direction to engage, and at least partially penetrate the 
wellbore casing 2000. or other preexisting structure such as. for example the 
wellbore. Each of the spikes 2105 further preferably include a concave upwardly 
facing surface 2115. The placement of a quantity of fluidic material such as. for 
example, a barite plug or a flex plug, onto the surfaces 21 15 causes the spikes 2105 
to pivot outwardly away from the housing 2100 to engage the wellbore casing 2000 
or other preexisting structure such as. for example, the wellbore. Alternatively the 
upward displacement of the apparatus 2015 causes the spikes 2105 to pivot 
outwardly away from the housing 2100 to engage the wellbore casing 2000. or other 
preexisting structure such as, for example, the wellbore. 

The actuators 2110 are preferably coupled to the housing 2100 and the 
corresponding spikes 2105. The actuators 21 10 are preferably adapted to apply a 
force to the corresponding spikes 2105 sufficient to pivot the corresponding spikes 
2105 outwardly and away from the housing 2100. The actuators 2110 may be any 
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number of convenes, commeroia.ly avai.able actuators such as. for examp,e. a 

° f hydraUHC m ° t0r ' 3 hydraUHC PiS ~ er " ~ 
2100 are hydrauhc pistons in order to optimaiiy provide ease of operation The 

actuators 2110 are omitted and the stfkes are pivotal* coupied to the housing 2100 
Referring to FIGS. 22a, 22b, and 22c. The ancnor 2040 includes the housing 
2 00. one or more peta, baskets 2205. and one or more corresponding actuators 
2110 The peta. baskets 2205 are outward.y extended by the corresponding 
actuators 2110. The peta. baskets 2205 are oufcvard* actuated by displacTg the 
apparatus 2015 upwardiy. The peta. baskets 2205 are outwardiy extended by 
Plaang a quantity of fluidic material onto the petal baskets 2205 

The housing 2100 is coupled to the lower section 2050 of the expandabte 
tubular member 2025. the petal baskets 2205. and the actuators 21 10 

The petal baskets 2205 are preferably movably coupled to the housing 2100 
and toe corresponding actuators 2110. The peta. baskets 2205 are preferably 
adapted to pivot relative to the housing 2100. The peta. baskets 2205 are further 
preferably adapted to extend outward* in a radia. direction to engage, and at least 
parbafly penetrate, the wellbore casing 2000. or other preexisting structure. As 
•llustrated in FIG. 22c. each of the peta. baskets 2205 further preferab* include a 
concave upwardly facing surface 2215. The placement of a quantity of fluklic 
material such as. for example, a barite plug or a flex plug, onto the surfaces 2215 
causes the petal baskets 2205 to pivot outwardly away from the housing 2100 to 
engage the wellbore casing 2000. or other preexisting structure. Alternatively the 
weight of the fluidic materials placed onto the petal baskets 2205 is sufficient to 
anchor the expandable tubular member 2025. Alternatively, the upward 
^placement of the apparatus 2015 causes the peta. baskets 2205 to pivot 
outward* away from the housing 2100 to engage the wellbore casing 2000. or other 
preexisting structure. 

The actuators 2110 are preferably coupled to the housing 2100 and the 
corresponding petal baskets 2205. The actuators 2110 are preferably adapted to 
30 apply a force to the corresponding petal baskets 2205 sufficient to pivot the 
corresponding peta. baskets 2205 outward* and away from the housing 2100 The 
actuators 2110 are omitted and the petal baskets are pivotal* coup.ed to the 
housing 2100. 

The anchor 2040 includes one or more spikes 2105 and one or more petal 
35 baskets 2205. 
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As illustrated in FIG. 20a, the apparatus 2015 is preferably positioned within 
the wellbore casing 2000 with the expandable tubular member 2025 positioned in 
opposing relation to the opening 2010. 

As illustrated in FIG. 20b, The anchor 2040 is then anchored to the wellbore 
casing 2000. In this manner, the lower section 2050 of the expandable tubular 
member 2025 is anchored to the wellbore casing 2000 or the wellbore casing. The 
anchor 2040 is anchored by a control and/or electrical power signal transmitted from 
a surface location to the actuators 21 10 of the anchor 2040. The anchor 2040 is 
anchored to the wellbore casing 2000 by upwardly displacing the apparatus 2015 
The anchor 2040 is anchored to the wellbore casing 2000 by placing a quantity of a 
fluidic material such, for example, a barite plug or a flex plug, onto the spikes 2105 
or petal baskets 2205 of the anchor 2040. The anchor 2040 is omitted, and the 
apparatus 2015 is anchored by placing a quantity of a fluidic material such, for 
example, a barite plug or a flex plug, onto at least the lower and/or the intermediate 
15 sections. 2050 and 2055. of the expandable tubular member 2025. 

A compressible cement and/or epoxy is then injected into the annular space 
between the unexpanded portion of the tubular member 2025 and the wellbore 
casing 2000. The compressible cement and/or epoxy is then permitted to at least 
partially cure prior to the initiation of the radial expansion process. In this manner. 

0 an annular structural support and fluidic seal is provided around the tubular member 
2025. 

As illustrated in FIG. 20c. The expansion cone 2030 is then axially displaced 
by applying an axial force to the support member 2020. The axial displacement of 
the expansion cone 2030 radially expands the expandable tubular member 2025 
) into intimate contact with the walls of the wellbore casing 2000. 

As illustrated in FIG. 20d, After the expandable tubular member 2025 has 
been completely radially expanded by the axial displacement of the expansion cone 
2030. the opening 2010 in the wellbore casing 2000 is sealed off by the radially 
expanded tubular member 1435. In this manner, repairs to the wellbore casing 

1 2000 are optimally provided. More generally, the apparatus 2015 is used to repair 
or form wellbore casings, pipelines, and structural supports. 

Referring to FIGS. 23a to 23e. an apparatus and method for coupling an 
expandable tubular member to a preexisting structure will now be described. 
Referring to Fig. 23a. a wellbore casing 2300 and an open hole wellbore section 
2305 are positioned within a subterranean formation 2310. The wellbore casing 
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2300 and the open hole wellbore section 2305 may be positioned in any orientation 
from the vertical direction to the horizontal direction. 

An apparatus 2320 is utilized to form a new section of wellbore casing within 
the open hole wellbore section 2305. More generally, the apparatus 2320 is 
preferably utilized to form or repair wellbore casings, pipelines, or structural 
supports. 

The apparatus 2320 preferably includes a support member 2325, an 
expandable tubular member 2330. an expansion cone 2335, one or more upper 
sealing members 2340, and one or more sealing members 2345. 

The support member 2325 is preferably adapted to be coupled to a surface 
location. The support member 2325 is further coupled to the expansion cone 2335. 
The support member 2325 may, for example, be conventional commercially 
available slick wire, braided wire, coiled tubing, or drilling stock material. 

The expandable tubular member 2330 is removably coupled to the 
expansion cone 2335. The expandable tubular member 2025 further includes one 
or more upper and lower sealing members. 2340 and 2345, on the outside surface 
of the expandable tubular member 2330 in order to optimally seal the interface 
between the expandable tubular member 2330 and the wellbore casing 2300 and 
the open hole wellbore section 2305. 

The expandable tubular member 2025 further includes a lower section 2350, 
an intermediate section 2355, and an upper section 2360. The wall thicknesses of 
the lower and intermediate sections, 2350 and 2355. are less than the wall thickness 
of the upper section 2360 in order to optimally facilitate the radial expansion of the 
expandable tubular member 2330. The lower section 2350 of the expandable 
tubular member 2330 includes one or more slots 2365 adapted to permit a fluidic 
sealing material to penetrate the lower section 2350. 

The expansion cone 2335 is preferably coupled to the support member 
2325. The expansion cone 2335 is further preferably removably coupled to the 
expandable tubular member 2330. The expansion cone 2335 is preferably adapted 
to radially expand the expandable tubular member 2330 when the expansion cone 
2335 is axially displaced relative to the expandable tubular member 2330. 

The upper sealing member 2340 is coupled to the outside surface of the 
upper section 2360 of the expandable tubular member 2330. The upper sealing 
member 2340 is preferably adapted to fluidicly seal the interface between the 
radially expanded upper section 2360 of the expandable tubular member 2330 and 
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the wellbore casing 2300. The upper sealing member 2340 may be any number of 
conventional commercially available sealing members. The upper sealing member 
2340 is a viton rubber in order to optimally provide load carrying and pressure 
sealing capacity. 

The lower sealing member 2345 is preferably coupled to the outside surface 
of the upper section 2360 of the expandable tubular member 2330. The lower 
sealing member 2340 is preferably adapted to fluidicty seal the interface between 
the radially expanded upper section 2360 of the expandable tubular member 2330 
and the open hole wellbore section 2305. The lower sealing member 2345 may be 
any number of conventional commercially available sealing members. The lower 
sealing member 2345 is viton rubber in order to optimally provide load carrying and 
sealing capacity. 

As illustrated in FIG. 23a, the apparatus 2320 is preferably positioned within 
the wellbore casing 2300 and the open hole wellbore section 2305 with the 
expandable tubular member 2330 positioned in overlapping relation to the wellbore 
casing 2300. 

As illustrated in FIG. 23b, A quantity of a hardenable fluidic sealing material 
2365 is then injected into the open hole wellbore section 2305 proximate to the 
lower section 2350 of the expandable tubular member 2330. The sealing material 
0 2365 may be any number of conventional commercially available sealing materials 
such as. for example, cement and/or epoxy resin. The hardenable fluidic sealing 
material 2365 at least partially enters the slots provided in the lower section 2350 of 
the expandable tubular member 2330. 

As illustrated in FIG. 23c, the hardenable fluidic sealing material 2365 is 
J preferably then permitted to at least partially cure. In this manner, the lower section 
2350 of the expandable tubular member 2330 is anchored to the open hole wellbore 
section 2305. 

A compressible cement and/or epoxy is then injected into the annular space 
between the unexpanded portion of the tubular member 2330 and the wellbore 
• casing 2300. The compressible cement and/or epoxy is then permitted to at least 
partially cure prior to the initiation of the radial expansion process. In this manner, 
an annular structural support and fluidic seal is provided around the tubular member 
2330. 

As illustrated in FIG. 23d, The expansion cone 2335 is then axially displaced 
by applying an axial force to the support member 2325. The axial displacement of 
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the expansion cone 2335 radially expands the expandable tubular member 2330 
into intimate contact with the walls of the wellbore casing 2300. 

As illustrated in FIG. 23e. After the expandable tubular member 2330 has 
been completely radially expanded by the axial displacement of the expansion cone 
2335 a new section of wellbore casing is formed that preferably includes the radially 
expanded tubular member 2330 and an outer annular layer of a fluidic sealing 
matenal. More generally, the apparatus 2320 is used to repair or form wellbore 
casings, pipelines, and structural supports. 

Referring to FIGS. 24a to 24c, an apparatus and method for coupling an 
expandable tubular member to a preexisting structure will now be described 
Referring to Fig. 24a, a wellbore casing 2400 and an open hole wellbore section 
2405 are positioned within a subterranean formation 2410. The wellbore casing 
2400 and the open hole wellbore section 2405 may be positioned in any orientation 
from the vertical direction to approximately the horizontal direction. 

An apparatus 2420 is utilized to form a new section of wellbore casing within 
the open hole wellbore section 2405. More generally, the apparatus 2420 is 
preferably utilized to form or repair wellbore casings, pipelines, or structural 
supports. 

The apparatus 2420 preferably includes a support member 2425. an 
expandable tubular member 2430. an expansion cone 2435. a coupling 2440 a 
packer 2445. a mass 2450. one or more upper sealing members 2455. and one or 
more sealing members 2460. 

The support member 2425 is preferably adapted to be coupled to a surface 
location. The support member 2425 is further coupled to the expansion cone 2435 
The support member 2425 is preferably adapted to convey electrical 
communication, and/or hydraulic signals to and/or from the packer 2445 The 
support member 2425 may. for example, be conventional commercially available 
slick wire, braided wire, coiled tubing, or drilling stock material. 

The expandable tubular member 2430 is removably coupled to the 
expansion cone 2435 and the packer 2445. The expandable tubular member 2430 
.s further preferably coupled to the mass 2450. The expandable tubular member 
2430 further includes one or more upper and lower sealing members. 2455 and 
2460. on the outside surface of the expandable tubular member 2430 in order to 
optimally seal the interface between the expandable tubular member 2430 and the 
wellbore casing 2400 and the open hole wellbore section 2405. 
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- to. "**» "»"*« 2<30 «*m includes a lower section 2465 

of ,he upper se«oo 2475 „ order to optlma , y ^ 

Za ""^ 24M ' ^ — ~* » 2465 - * expal^ 

lubula, m en>ber2430isco U pledlo(hemass24S0 

disctosedt ^ * ^ - suteb " fi ^ - 

disclosed in one or more of toe following: 

10 end J"* "T^ ^ fe P "* erably """"^ to 9,6 T 2425 

P*fera«y adapted „ ramally expan(J the 

15 The " u *3 ^ ^^'^ ooup.ed «> !he soppon member 2425 and 

•» expanse none 2435. The coupiing 2 440 Is preferably adapted to convey 
deaneaf. communication, and/or hydtaufc signals to and/or tan toe packer 2445 
The coupling 2440 may be any number of conventional suppcrf members such as' 

20 itoZir~* a,ateb,e ** 6raid * — — » 

removal T " ^ * " M ' ,P " nS ^ "» «-*» 2445 ls 

Z t *° 2465 * «» «•""■* «— «-* 

si J? 2W * Preferabl> ^ 10 Pra * te *" **»- 'oree to 
support ,he tower section 2465 of to. expandabte weHbore casing 2430 and the 

ZL k 2445 ™ y ^ "» " «— — * 

— • 2445 is an RTTS packer avafcble tart Halliburton 

Energy Services ,n order to optima* provide multipto sete and releases. Hydraulic 
slips may be substituted far. or used to supplement toe packer 2445 

The mass 2450 is preferably coupled to the lowar section 2465 of the 
0 e^bmuterm.m™. The mass 2450 is pretorebiy setecd to provide 
a .ensite toad on toe tower section 2465 of the expandabte tubuter member 2430 

L T! 7 ^ 50 * 100 % " *■ *» — " «» "*» —» «75 o, 
toe expandabte tubular member 2430. to tois manner, when me packer 2445 is 

extrudes the expandabte tubular member 2430 off of the expansion cone 2435 
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The -ember 2455 is prefer coupled ,o »» ouls i de surface 

of me upper sedion 247S of ^ expaMaNe 

se*ng n^r 2 , 55 , s preferaNy ^ to ^J^' 
* , ««, upper section 2475 * me expandable babute, 

number o. convene, commemiaily evaitobte sealing member,,. ^ ^ 
"*0 member 2455 is vbon nabbe, in on*r ,o opbma»y pnwiee load casino Z> 
pressure sealing capacity. oanyingand 

l of me , Th * 2460 * P " fan '* MU| * d to »» «*• «*» 

<" me upper secbon 2475 of the expandable tubular member 2430. The lower 

^ member 2460 is preferabiy adapted ,o sea, «. in,.^ befween 

IT eXPandea ^ 2475 « me »- -mber 2430 

end the open hole weHbore secbon 2405. The tower sea,„g member 2460 may be 
any number of conventional commercially available sealing members. The lower 

^:;t 2 " oisvi,M ^ ri "^ to ^^-^a. 

As Itebaeb ,„ FIG. 24a. ihe appambas 2420 is pmfeawy pes itloned „,„,,„ 
me wellbore casing 2400 and the open bote weKbom sectton 2405 w«h Z 
expandable habub,, member 2430 posiboned in overtapping mMon .0 .be weiibote 

Wel9h ' °' """ 24M b SUPP0,,ed * *• «W member 
L L JTTn - and me iower 

.ntenhedtate sac«on 2470 of me expandable turn** member 2430 pmfe^ly dees 
not support any of the weigh! of the mass 2450 

with ,h^ maMM " "* ^ 2445 * *- — «« *» «mn«*on 
wtm me lower secbon 2465 of the expandable tubular member 2430 in this 
manner, me mass 2450 H prefemdy now supported by th. support member 2425 
expanse cone 2435. and me tower and inte-med** secfens. 2465 and 2470 o 

Z .TrtT *** 243 °- ^ 01 — ™ •» — . 

me expandable tubUar member 2430 to be radial* expanded by. at* exbuded off 
sll eXP T n 2435 ' DU,lnS ** e, " n,Si0n ProCMS ' *• of ft. 

* Miusted 10 ensure " » 

expaadabte tubular member 2430 and me wellborn casing 2400 

A "mpressible cement and/or epoxy Is injected into the annular space 
between .he unexpended portion of me babufa. member 2430 and the welLe 
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casina 2400 More an*c „ extmsfo „ 

As teoatea l„ FIG. 24c, Alter ft, exp™^ ^ 

10 wr ° r ,o,m ^ - 

mema SS 2450«i!ofthevw«bofe2405. ^ 
ex^T'!'! FI0S - ^ *° 25C - a " awBra,us «" ""to* <or coupnng an 

20 *Z 2 17 r a ~- 2500 -- « — -* -*» n 

™ * « r 50,8 sec "° n 2505 m * 66 • » -» •*-*« 

*om fte vartal Predion to appradmately ^ horizornal direcUon 

Anappa rate 2520 is to fbm, . naw secOon of v»«b«. v*Nn 



axaaajT ,TT" *" Pre " !ra '" ! ' " ,C "'* S 3 SUWMrt ™"*'* 2 »». - 

*-« Tha sappan 2525 b aafta, ^ „ „. .J^ ~ 

ta,, ** H ^ «"« «*- -ft tor a^pfc. be 
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ZS~* ^ »— — — or «„„ 

^ The expanda.*, ^ ^ „ ^ 

cone 2535. The expe^ tobular ^ 2530 (umer ^ * 
« ™e wer end ,e»er aeallng 2555 and 25eo , M ^ 

IIT"*^ member 2530 in ^ to ^ - - 

MM. I. expense .ubular number 2530 and ft. weNbor, caein,, 2500 end 
the open hole wellbore section 2505. 

en in, ^T** ^ tafcr « — »■ 

an n,ermeda,e aection 2570. end en upper secbon 2530. The we,, fticfmeeses o, 
ft. tow., and n tenn.d,a,e ae^, 2565 and ^ are (MS ^ ^ 
of ft. oppar aecbon 2575 m „„,., ,0 opbrnaii, (MM. ,ha redia, expansion of ft. 
expandable tubular member 2530. 

to*- T !T T SeC "° n 2565 " eXPandaWe "«-*" «30 further 

incfudw the chamber 2540 and ft. end plat. 2545. 

The expansion oon. 2635 ia prtfenftPy coupted to ft. aupport number 
2525. The expansion none 2535 ia furfter preferably re mo»ably |(K) to 
"tPandabla tubula, n»n*., 2530. Th. expaneion con. 2535 la preferab* adapted 
0 rad,a»y expand ft. .xp.nd.bte tubutor mem b« 2530 ^ ft. axpanston le 
2535 ,a na* diaptod relative to the expandabte tubular mamb« 2530 The 

aTT T ^ * ^ ""**** ^ '° «"■» «* 'o 
and/or from the chamber 2540. 

The chamber 2540 is defined by the interior portion of the iower section 2565 
of the expandable tubular member 2530 be.ow the expansion cone 2535 and above 
the end plate 2545. The chamber 2540 is preferabiy adapted to contain a quantity 
a tate materials having a higher density than the fluidic materials outside of the 
expandable tubular member 2530. 

The upper sealing member 2555 is preferably coupled to the outside surface 
of he upper section 2575 of the expandable tubular member 2530. The upper 
seal-no member 2555 is preferab.y adapted to fluididy sea. the interface between 

and T r nd6d UPP6r 2575 ° f the 8Xpandabte ^ -mber 2530 

and the wellbore casing 2500. The upper seating member 2555 may be any 

number of conventional commerda.ly avaiiable sealing members. The upper 
se^ng member 2555 is viton rubber in order to optimally prov*e load carrying and 
35 pressure sealing capacity. 
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The lower sealing member 2560 is preferably coupled to the outside surface 
of the upper section 2575 of the expandable tubu»ar member 2530. The lower 
seahng member 2560 is preferably adapted to fluididy sea. the interface between 

5 ZT 9XPanded 2575 ° f *• e * andabte ^ular member 2530 

5 and the open hole wellbore section 2505. The lower sealing member 2560 may be 
any number of conventional commercially available seafing members. The tower 
sea.,ng member 2560 is viton rubber in order to optimally provide toad carrying and 
pressure sealing capacity. 

10 .he .rfbo™ casing 2500 M fte open ho,e „e l6 ore ascto 2505 * ft. 
expanded .ubufar member 2530 pos*,™* m owtapph, rela(ion to to 
casing 2500. 

As illustrated in FIG. 25b. a quantity of a fluidic material 2580 having a 
densrty greater than the density of the fluidic materia, within the region 2585 outside 
of the expandable tubular member 2530 is injected into the chamber 2540. The 
difference in hydrostatic pressure between the chamber 2540 and the region 2585 
due to the differences in fluid densities of these regions, causes the expandable 
tubular member 2530 to be radially expanded by. and extruded off of. the expansion 
cone 2535. Dunng the extrusion process, the position of the support member 2525 
■s adjusted to ensure an overtopping relation between the expandable tubular 
member 2530 and the wellbore casing 2500. The quantity of the fluidic materia. 
2580 .n.t.a.ly injected into the chamber 2540 is subsequently increased as the size 
of the chamber 2540 increases during the extrusion process. In this manner, high 
pressure pumping equipment is typically not required, or the need for it is at least 
m,n,m,zed. A column of the fluidic materia. 2580 Is maintained within the support 
member 2525. 

A compressible cement and/or epoxy is injected into the annular space 
between the unexpanded portion of the tubular member 2530 and the wellbore 
cas,ng 2500 before and/or during the extrusion process. The compressible cement 
and/or epoxy is then preferably permitted to at least partially cure prior to the 
■miration of the radial expansion process. In this manner, an annular structural 
support and fluidic seal is provided around the tubular member 2530. 

As illustrated in FIG. 25c. After the expandable tubular member 2530 has 
been completely extruded off of the expansion cone 2535. a new section of wellbore 
castng is formed that preferably includes the radially expanded tubular member 

56 



20 



25 



Rrfernng ,„ 26j . a ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

An,ppa ra ,u S 26 2 o,s Ut i llMdtofom , anwsK(lonof ' 
•» open he* we,bore sec,™ 2605. Mwe gene** to, appare^o 

end ofate a, !T eXPa " S " n COne ^ a sl *> **> 2640. an 

1»„ f' "* 0n ° °' * "»-"■ »H one or more 

^ 9 ™ mbSre f * ~ " — ne.be. 2675. o™ or Z 

lower sealing members 2680. 

20 to ca«on^r PP ° rt T* 6 ' 2625 fe ««« to * «*«• <° a surface 

tocabon. me support member 2625 , s forth* coupted to expanslon „„„ 

*■ *. chanfcer 2540. ne support member 2625 may, ,„ exaJTbe 

25 The expandable tubular member i* .» 

2630 ls removably coupled to the 

~™ * — «* — 2630 hatha, LI £ 

" ^ UPPe ' "*» »™*«. 2075 and 2660. on toe outeide surface 
of Hie expandable lubular member 3fim i„ ™< . • sunace 
h«iw«~, .„ , 2630 in order to optimally seal toe interface 

30 to . ^ tabUlar ™ mb ' r 2630 - •» —0- castog 2500 « 

30 toe open hole vwHIbore section 2605. 

The expandable tubular member 2630 further todudes a lower section 2685 
". tower and internee sedans. 2685 and 2690. « tess than toe wa» toicxnass 

35 Z 7 ^ " 10 *— •» — '"Pa-ic He 

35 expandable tubular member 2630. 
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alto ttJSn T, " ^ eXMre,ab,e '* Ula ' 2630 •» 
te^Tl ' ^ S " PS 2$5S - - *» — * . 2670 

2630 betow toe expand „. 2635 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

SL? 2685 " expanoabte — » ^ 

The expansion cone 2635 Is pmferawy coupled to the support member 2625 

eoupled to the expends* tubular member 2630. The expsnsion cone 2635 I 
Preferably extort ,o ^ expand , u J 

membe, 2630. The expend cone 2635 to further prcfembly edspted to convey 
(hedicmstensls to andforfmm the chamber 2650 ' 

" 2645 T ?? iO ' n ' 2M0iSMUPte< " O,h "^'-e»35snd Ul eendp te «e 
a ^ J 1 " S '» ,0m ' 2640 * «**■ to perm. the end plate 2645 to be 

^ 2 50 is vanable. The slip Join, 2640 may be any nun*er of can.en.ohal 

~J££ '°! T **** " W " = — 

toT.» 3 2640C ' ^ 2640a Is coupled 

to toe expanse cone 2635 a™, toe ^n, .amber 2640b. The upper melr 
2640a ^movab^caupied to toe tower member 2640b. The upper mler 26^ 

* ^ or n^f^ passa.es 2640aa toe. pel fh^paL^ 

nematode,. The lower member 2640b ,s coupled to toe L +»£ZZ 

*~ ^^^^cc^dtoLC 
2M0c -s coupled befwean toe upper and tower n»mbe ra . 2640a and 2640b. The 

26400 15 "~ « «* - * - ^ 

S a,i,n 9 r:r2:2rT:r:a:rr , , 26 :-" ,es " ps2655 ' andme 

= _. „ p te 2645 ,s preferably adapted to seal off a 

5 portion of the interior of the lower section ?ra«; 

me lower section 2685 of the expandable tubular member 




2630. The end plate 2645 is further adapted to define, in combination with the 
expandable tubular member 2630, and the expansion cone 2635. the chamber 
2650. 

The chamber 2650 is defined by the interior portion of the lower section 2685 
5 of the expandable tubular member 2630 below the expansion cone 2635 and above 
the end plate 2645. The pressurization of the chamber 2650 causes the expansion 
cone 2635 to be axially displaced and thereby radially expand the expandable 
tubular member 2630. The chamber 2650 is preferably adapted to move upwardly 
within the expandable tubular member 2630 as the expansion cone 2635 and end 

10 plate 2645 are axially displaced within the expandable tubular member 2630. 

The slips 2655 are coupled to the end plate 2645. The slips 2655 are 
preferably adapted to permit the end plate 2645 to be displaced in the upward axial 
direction; but prevent axial displacement of the end plate 2645 in the downward 
direction. In this manner, the chamber 2650 is pressurized by injecting fluidic 

15 materials into the chamber 2650. Because the end plate 2645 is maintained in a 
substantially stationary position, relative to the expandable tubular member 2630, 
during the injection of pressurized fluidic materials into the chamber 2650, the 
pressurization of the chamber 2650 preferably axially displaces the expansion cone 
2635. When the slip joint 2640 is fully extended, the slip joint 2640 then displaces 

20 the end plate 2645 in the upward axial direction. When the spring force of the 
elastic member 2640c of the slip joint 2640 is greater than the fluidic pressurization 
force within the chamber 2650, the end plate 2645 is displaced in the upward axial 
direction. 

The sealing members 2670 are coupled to the end plate 2645. The sealing 
25 members 2670 are further preferably sealingly coupled to the interior walls of the 
expandable tubular member 2630. In this manner, the chamber 2650 is optimally 
pressurized during operation of the apparatus 2620. 

The upper sealing member 2675 is preferably coupled to the outside surface 
of the upper section 2695 of the expandable tubular member 2630. The upper 
30 sealing member 2675 is preferably adapted to fluidicly seal the interface between 
the radially expanded upper section 2695 of the expandable tubular member 2630 
and the wellbore casing 2600. The upper sealing member 2675 may be any 
number of conventional commercially available sealing members. The upper 
sealing member 2675 is viton rubber in order to optimally provide load carrying and 
35 pressure sealing capacity. 
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The lower sealing member 2680 is pmferanly coupled 1c me ouiside surface 
o< toe upper sedton 2695 o, me expandabie lobular ^ M The^ower 

"*!! memte ' ^ fe Pre * era * >° «*<* sea, the mtodaceb^ 

amended upper aec*m a^CIhe expand uJZZZ 

any number * convent comment available aea.no members. me lie, 
Aa UW in FIG. 26a. the appamtus 2620 Is preferably penned wHf* 

«oT, member 2630 ~ in • - ~S 

«.ng 2600. The tower eectton 2685 of he expandabto tubular n»mber 2630 Is 
*« adored to me open h.to wallbora secbon 2605 using one „ mcTm! 
appara.ua and metoods desodbed above « romance to FIGS ,a to 25c 

m e mh . AS ,lT a,ed FK3 ' <* «» «P«W tubular 

member 2630 ,s men haded by: ,1, app^ng an upward axto, tome to Z 
expanse con. 2635; and*. (2) pmssudang m, chamber 2650 by InJeoUno a 
pressunzed nukJic maledal Into Die ohamber 2650. 

The expandable tubular member 2830 Is radially expanded by applyino an 

HT ,w : ? ~ ^ 2636 °~ » 

TT' «, * 2645 " *" •** diSpteMd *• in 

IT ^ P ' a,e 2645 "* WS ~" — 2635 ^ chamber 

2650,s proesurceu when me fttobona, tomes exceed a predelennmed va,ue. ,„ mis 

«m m. axe, displacement o, m. expanston con. 2635 is pmvxtod by applvtog 
an ax*, toroe M la setoctive* supptomemed by ptessuriang the 

beb»J i r PreSS " ,,e Mmen ' * ln,ected into *• 

nr« h 7T ^ *** ™ mb " 2630 ~ •» — • 

caatog 2600 before and/or during me axbusion process . ^ siWe 
and/or epoxy is men preferaw> „ „ ^ ^ ™' 

rr ir.-' ~ ■ * * . - — ^ ~ 

support and Dude seal Is provided around (he lobular member 2630 

As -lustroted in FIG. 26c, After me expandable tubular member 2630 has 
IT**" 0 " °< "» » ™° a new sectton o, wallbom 

7: ^ ' "-*-* **- - ^Ity expanded member 
2630 aod an outer annular layer of a ftuidic sealing matodal. Mom generally, the 
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. ~ 26 " is ^ to ^-™---„ 9s . pWnes , ands , ructural 

an expansion corte-ar^tT* " * "** 

appMns direc, ratto , press 2 ^ ^ * 

As illustrated In FIG. 28 In star. J7n« _ 
* coupted to a ^ j*" ^ 27 ° 5 ' a " "W* member 2805 

'0 formaUon 28,5 ^ZeT T 281<> ^"^ 3 — 

-o o, a «. inz^rrrr - " • ^ ^ - 

tubular member 2ar« ma * P ' Cement - Tne expandable 

■"rough a tobula, n^TT ' " a " 

of me appana.ua and nZL ^ 2f "° « " ™ 

pparaius and melhods disdosed in the fctnrinr (11 its .m , 
application serial no. 09/454,39 «. „ e"uwng. (,) U.S. utility patent 

» 1M/1909 which hJT! . " 61 " 0 - aOT,A « « 
app.ica.orinTl "™ 1^ * ™" 9 ^ * US — P— 

- 3*3*000. wh*h Maimed ^ITZ^ZT^ 
application no. 60/,2,.702, filed on 2/25/,999- t ' 0WISIOna ' 
5 aerial no. 09/502 350 atton-v - > 7 ' ' * patenl "«*»*» 

Calmed f. JZ££ZZT~ ^ 8 02 - fitea » ™«* -*■> 
adomev do*e. no 257* 8^ , r PTOV ' S ' 0na ' ~ 

>he tiiing date o, u s o^ 5 "" 9 - "* fch ^ «■ ««« <* 

on 2/,8/2000- 6, uTudS 1 7T' "°- 60 " 83 '^ 

• U b - uWlt y patent app cation no 09/52"? 4fin , . 

application no 09/512 895 a tt , ' <led ° n 3/1 1/1 ** ( 7 >«JS. utility patent 
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= ™21.907. altomey ^ „ J ^£ 

appteatlon no. 09/580,946. attorns, tote, „„ 25791 „ „ ^ . ^ 
«* Calmed *. „ ' ~ * « - June 7. 2000. 

— ™. 60/137.998, r^tTT" 31 ^ ~ B 

UB% paten. appHoattan no . °" W/19 " : ,10) U S ' 

"O 60/131,106. attorney .octet no l^" S ""^'aPPHcallon 

7/29/1999; (12) US . * ^ 2579,2S ' fed °" 

-W- . ~ » " 60,143 '° 39 - ^ ^ « 

« atone y ^ TO < ^ S 27 ~ ' ~» — no. 

application no ewiMm JT ! °" W1 " 9: ( "" U S ' """^ 

„ ' 6 °"5M09, aBome, docket no. 25791.36. filed on 10/12 1999- „ 5l 

5 n^lexpaln™ 7; b *"^*»^ 2 « The 

inc-Zted nTrt, ^ "l*"*** **— °* « 

The radia, coated pressures ganaLt hv 2 ^ f ab<X " 5% ' 

27,0 rar«e horn about 6.000,™ 1^™°*°**™ ** 2905 h ^ 

e«pa„daoTe " 7 " 

ar member 2805 Ota, overlaps w«h the preexisting wellbore casing 
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expand the porton of ih. expands tubuiar member 2805 „,„ ' 12 
«-M« wefcore easin, 2810 are op**,,* provided "" 

member 2805 to pmvxte „ ^ sub 
aamefcr * - pre.x*, ^ ^ 
wellbore casing is optimally provided. 

««*. (1)a relaavejy qUKk meftod of radial expansion fo, „» majorily „ „, 

zr a ; d B : w *— ,w - 

Th. memed 2700 .edher provtoes .„ appandus and method for coepano an 
*** TOmto '» * ~9 abjure. The expondebre^Z 

•tan .he expandable lebetar member. Tbe expandable tutelar member is men 

apparatosand memnd ha»e *de a[vteto „ „ „. femrat|0 „ a „ d ™° 

AM and re „abie memod f W fbm*« * repaWng ^ ' 
« stroaura, sappods. ,„ . pfefKred 

die expandable tobeiar member * My dtep , acjn9 me ejpansfon ^ 
-mm abop, 5% to 25% of red,, expenston. and me subs^en, appaca^n £Z 
rad^ pressure to toe expanded toboiar member pmvldes an additional Z£ 
expanamn of op to about 10% . ,„ „, ^ ^ *T ™T 

2 zr ;r TOm6ar ,s « - : «^ - 

^lo T ^ aPPara,US fe —i "< W 

ST and 8831 °~ - - *» - - — 1- 

The expansion cones 130. 230, 325. 1030. 1130. 1225 1325 1435 1-0 

~ s 20 !^ ™ ^ - - ~ 

M0, 240. 335. 1040, 1140, 1235. 1335. 2025, 2330, 2530. 2830 may be provided 
ubstanbal* aa disdosed in „ „ „ „ me J^^Z 

srr r r o9,454,m ' atomey — - ~. ~ 

-2/3,1999. wh«b caimad ,be tenen, o, me «ng dale of U.S. pmvlatona, pa,e„, 
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application no 60/121 7rc> n ^ ~, ^ U s> Provisional 

*. ■« date J U S lit ° n ^ ** d *" d » 8 " 

application no 60/1 5a ru? <^onyyy and U.S. provisional 

u s ,„th n ° ( 60/154(047 ' attor "ey docket no. 25791.29, filed on 9/16/1999- m 
U-S. utility app cation no 09/511 cm wiwiasa, (8) 

2/24/2000 which cZlTt £ ! ^ ^ ^ 25791 16 ' 02 ' fited 0" 

20 60/121 90 tit H ? ° f ^ fi,ln9 ^ * U P ^ Si0nal Serial "a 

wwi t 807. attorney docket no. 25791.16, filed on 2/26/1999- ran , e ^ 
application no. 09/588 946 aftnm- h „ ^26/1999, (9) U.S. utility patent 

no 60/137.998. attorney docket no. 25791.17. filed on 6/7/1999- f10> u s 
utility patent application no 09/559 1?? oh . . D '"™y9. (10) U.S. 

25 4/26/2000 which dairn JTh f 559 ' 122 " attomev docke < "°" 25791.23.02, ffled on 

no 60mi^T attl h * ** fi " n9 ** ° f ° S ' provislona » application 

no. 60/131.106. attorney docket no. 25791.23. filed on 4/26/19 99 - fin ■ 

no. eo^os, ^ ^ no. VZZ 
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250o F to450-F = 121.1-C to 232.2^ 

5000 psi to 140,000 psi = 3.447 x 10' N/m> to 9.653 x 

0»Fto450-F . - 17 . 8 ,cto232. 2 oC 

3,0 = 76.2 mm 

2xWto5xW= 0.129mm>to32.26mm* 



Viton 

TorqTrim III 
EP Mudlib 
OrillN-Slid 
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CLAJMS 

^ dls **8«» expansion cone- 
ranx>»ng the expansion Mne - and 

Lj"* "*° d °' ^ *"* -* »e e^ ^ 

" ««, ,„e expanse oone 

^'^matarta-No*.^^ 

*> LeT "* - — 1 ~* — , ,ne expand 

aP * ngate " stefo ™«o«» expansion cone. 

LdeT ^ °' ^ -* ». expansion none 

'Mec^eexpans^,^^^ 

LuOeT * ** -* «** - - expanaion o*ne 
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9. The method of claim 1 . wherein applying direct radial pressure to the tubular 
member includes applying a radial force at discrete locations. 

5 10. The method of claim 1 . wherein the preexisting structure includes a wellbore 
casing. 

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the preexisting structure includes a pipeline. 

10 12. The method of claim 1, wherein the preexisting structure includes a structural 
support 
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